Sunday Worship Services at 9:30 am & 5 pm
with no morning service on December 24

A DV E N T 2 0 1 7

Christmas Eve, December 24 at 5, 9 & 11 pm

ADVENT SERMON SERIES

December 3, 2017

DEC 3

Waiting for the Child
I S A I A H 7: 10 - 17

9:30 am

“The Lord Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.”
Psalm 46:7
Please feel free to sit or stand as
we worship through song.

Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Confession and Assurance of Pardon
Emmanuel (God With Us Forever)

DEC 10

Anticipating the King
I S A I A H 11 : 1 - 1 0

Lighting of the First Advent Candle
Frank Family
Offering - Little Drummer Boy

Please sign and pass the registration pad down your pew

Prayer of Consecration
Doxology
Opportunities to Give, Gather, & Go

Children 1st – 5th grade may go to their classes

D E C 17

Hymn #133 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Longing for the Prince of Peace

Message: “Waiting for the Child”
Isaiah 7:10-17
Pastor Rob Perkins

ISAIAH 9:6-7

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
O Perfect Love - D. Hustad
Hymn #145 Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Jesus Messiah
Blessing
Postlude - An Advent Postlude - C. Callahan

Pastoral Staff
Rob Perkins, Dave Ricketts, Sam Fielder
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga, CA 94556
Tel. 925. 376.4800 • Fax. 925. 376.3750 • www.mvpctoday.org
Office Hours 9:00 - 4:00 p.m., Monday to Friday
Sunday Services: 9:30 am and 5 pm

Need prayer this morning?

Come to one of the prayer corners at the front of the Sanctuary.

@MVPCtoday

Welcome to Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church!
We’re so glad you’re here today! Whatever your background,
wherever you are on your spiritual journey, and no matter
what questions and concerns you may have, there’s
something for you at MVPC. Join us on the courtyard after
the service. We’d love to meet you and share more about our
church. You can also visit us online: mvpctoday.org
Consecration Sunday – Today we pledge our tithes to God’s
work in and through MVPC. We pray that every MVPC
member will be encouraged to grow in our identity as
generous people in honor of our generous God who owns
everything and has entrusted us with the responsibility to
manage His resources. If you aren’t prepared with your
pledge this morning, you may bring it to the MVPC office
or worship services during December.
Advent Wreaths – Following today’s service, make an
Advent wreath to prepare your heart for Christmas. Candle
and flameless options available and include candles, fresh
greenery and berries and a devotional guide which follows
MVPC’s Advent sermon series, Expecting the Messiah. You may
also grab the kit to assemble at home.

Leading Worship: Rob Perkins, Senior Pastor; Dave Ricketts,
Associate Pastor; Sam Fielder, Associate Pastor; Mike Loretto,
Minister of Music and Worship;
You’re Invited – Next Sunday, December 10, is the second
Sunday of Advent. Pastor Rob will continue the Advent sermon
series, Expecting the Messiah.

The Ones, Sunday, December 10 – Men and women who find
themselves alone are invited to gather for lunch at Shelby’s in
Orinda Theater Square. Please no kids, and RSVP to Mary Kaye
Stephens: 381-1458.
At His Feet Christmas Brunch, Saturday, December 23, 9-11
am – Everyone is invited for a hot breakfast followed by special
music, worship and a Christmas message focused on Jesus, our
Prince of Peace. Please RSVP to Colleen Giovanni by December
18: cgiovanni@mvpctoday.org. Fireside Room.
AA meetings, Sundays, 5-6pm and Thursdays, 6-7pm –
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings at MVPC are small and
newcomer-friendly, open to anyone who wants to do something
about their drinking problem. FMC212.
LivingPeace. Biblical. Practical. Powerful. Peacemaker
Ministries-trained coaches provide one-to-one conflict
coaching and mediation, using biblical principles to guide
your relationships at home, work and in your neighborhoods.
Contact Kristen Maloney (963-8870) or Kathryn Badalich
(kathrynb@comcast.net).
HUGS (Hands Utilizing God’s Spirit), Wednesdays, 9:3011:45am – The HUGS knitting and crochet ministry meets for
fellowship, prayer and praise as we create and pray over items
intended to bring comfort, hope and a deep sense of God’s
love and care to their recipients. Materials provided and all skill
levels are welcome. For questions, contact Virginia Sornsen:
nanagagas@comcast.net. FMC201-202.

Stephen Ministry – Friendly, confidential Stephen Ministers are
available to listen, pray, or help you through a difficult time in
your life. For more information, contact Bev Matthews (283-7762)
or Barbara Snyder (254-6269).

Together in Prayer – Please pray for the people listed here

and ask the Lord how He might invite you to care for them:

Healing: Jimmie Matsuda (James Matsuda’s father);
Liz Benson; Doug Mann; Howard Guild; Betty Lazzareschi
Grieving: Steve Lekki & Family upon the death of his father;
Frank Bonetto & Family upon the death of his mother; 		
Elaine Schilling & Family upon the death of her mother
Fire Relief: Pray for all those affected by the fires.
Freedom: Pray for Andrew Brunson, an EPC pastor imprisoned
in Turkey.
If you would like your name to appear here, or if you or a loved one
are sick and would like prayer with the Elders, please designate it
on your Prayer and Care card located in the pew or contact Valerie
Bigelow; x223; vbigelow@mvpctoday.org. AM Prayer meets on
Wednesday, 8:00-9:15am, in the Resource Center.

SonTown, Sundays at 9:30 am and 5 pm – Command them to do
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share
(1 Timothy 6:18). During December 1st-5th graders will focus on
generosity—making someone’s day by giving something away—
discovering that every good and perfect gift comes from God. At
Christmas we celebrate that God gave us Jesus; and then Jesus gave
His life. Because of that, certainly we can be generous towards
others. Elementary children begin in worship before going to large
group and small group time. On December 17, we will celebrate
our annual Come to the Manger party! Visitors are welcome and
encouraged to join in the fun!
Beth Moore Women’s Winter Bible Study, Saturdays, 10 am-noon,
beginning January 27 – Registration is now open for Beth’s newest
6-week DVD session, The Quest: An Excursion toward Intimacy with
God. Learn to dig into the Word, to respond to the questions of God
and to bring your questions before Him to draw you into a closer
relationship with the Father. Register online at mvpctoday.org.

Become a Stephen Minister – Stephen Ministry equips
individuals as caregivers able to provide high-quality,
confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting.
The next training class will begin January 2018. Contact Bev
Matthews (283-7762) or Barbara Snyder (254-6269).
Text to Give – MVPC implements “text to give” technology you
can use right from your seat. Simply text “MVPC” to 73256,
and click on the link. Enter the dollar amount and your gift will
be credited to Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church. First-time
users will be guided through an easy account setup with either
a credit card or your checking account for future quick access.
Shop local for the holidays! The Resource Center has books
for all ages, Advent calendars and devotionals, quality wooden
Nativity sets, greeting cards, wall crosses and other small gifts.
We even feature some of MVPC’s talented authors, artists,
musicians, poets and knitters!
The Giving Tree – Share Christmas joy with children served by
MVPC’s local mission partners. Take a tag from the tree, purchase
gifts, and return them to the MVPC office by December 12. Gifts
will be delivered to children through Bay Area Chaplains, Bay
Area Rescue Mission, El Puente, Harbor House, World Impact/
Oakland and YoungLives/Concord. Thank you for sharing!

Mission Market Online: Now Open! Support MVPC’s local and
global mission partners and deliver to your loved ones more
meaningful Christmas gifts. Through your donations, you buy
gifts-in-kind and receive descriptive cards to deliver to your loved
ones in lieu of traditional gifts. Visit online: mvpctoday.org.
Serve with the Global Missions Team – GMT is looking for
a champion to encourage and pray with Mossai Sanguma of
Ubangi Protestant University in Congo. For more information,
contact Mary Kaye Stephens: grammykaye@sbcglobal.net;
631-0996.

Advent Week 1
We invite you to use these questions to prepare for the
Child of the Virgin, Immanuel, God with Us.

Poinsettias – During the Christmas season the Sanctuary will be
decorated with poinsettias purchased in memory or in honor of
someone special. Donors and their honorarium will be listed in
the bulletins on Christmas Eve. Plants may be picked up following
the Christmas Eve 11pm service. Cost: $15/plant. Visit the patio
table or purchase online: mvpctoday.org.
Respite Night, Friday, December 8, 6:30-9pm – Respite Night
provides a fun night out for special needs children and siblings
while their parents get a night off. To volunteer or register your
child/ren, contact Mary Kaye Stephens: grammykaye@sbcglobal.
net. Fellowship Hall.
Part-Time Paid Position Available: Children’s Music Director –If
you enjoy seeing children grow in faith and learn to sing joyfully
to Him, this may be God’s calling for you! Teach the Kingdom
Kids Choir Tuesdays, 4:45-5:30 pm (Oct-April) and prepare music
to help lead our congregation in Sunday worship, the Family
Christmas Eve Service and Spring Children’s Musical. Contact
Mike Loretto: mloretto@mvpctoday.org).

Monday 1 Kings 8:56-58 Pray that God will make you
aware of His presence with you.
Tuesday 2 Chronicles 13:12 How does God lead you?
Wednesday Psalm 46:1-3, 7 How can God’s presence
with you free you from fear?
Thursday Ephesians 1:4-6 What difference does it make
in your life that God chose you to be His child?
Friday 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 Is there a hard-to-love
person in your life? Ask God to increase your love.
Saturday Jude 24-25 When has God kept you from
stumbling?

Expecting The Messiah
Waiting for the Child
Isaiah 7:10-17
Message Notes

Sunday Worship Services at 9:30 am & 5 pm
with no morning service on December 24

A DV E N T 2 0 1 7

Christmas Eve, December 24 at 5, 9 & 11 pm

ADVENT SERMON SERIES

December 3, 2017

DEC 3

Waiting for the Child
I S A I A H 7: 10 - 17

5 pm

“The Lord Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.”
Psalm 46:7

Welcome to the 5
GATHER to WORSHIP

DEC 10

Anticipating the King
I S A I A H 11 : 1 - 1 0

Come as you are. Make yourself at home.
Get ready to meet God.

COMMUNITY LIFE
Visit mvpctoday.org to learn
how you can belong

THE WORD

D E C 17

Longing for the Prince of Peace
ISAIAH 9:6-7

“Waiting for the Child” - Isaiah 7:10-17
Pastor Rob Perkins

OUR RESPONSE
COMMUNION
All who confess Jesus as Lord and Savior may participate
Please come to one of the stations whenever you are ready
Gluten-free bread is offered at the rear station

OFFERING
Please bring your gifts to the Lord to one of the
Offering Boxes at the front or rear

PRAYER
A member of our Prayer Team will be in the back
if you would like prayer

FELLOWSHIP
Feedback, questions and thoughts: #mvpcthe5
Pastoral Staff
Rob Perkins, Dave Ricketts, Sam Fielder
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga, CA 94556
Tel. 925. 376.4800 • Fax. 925. 376.3750 • www.mvpctoday.org
Office Hours 9:00 - 4:00 p.m., Monday to Friday
Sunday Services: 9:30 am and 5 pm

@MVPCtoday

Welcome to Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church!
We’re so glad you’re here today! Whatever your background,
wherever you are on your spiritual journey, and no matter
what questions and concerns you may have, there’s
something for you at MVPC. Join us on the courtyard after
the service. We’d love to meet you and share more about our
church. You can also visit us online: mvpctoday.org
Consecration Sunday – Today we pledge our tithes to God’s
work in and through MVPC. We pray that every MVPC
member will be encouraged to grow in our identity as
generous people in honor of our generous God who owns
everything and has entrusted us with the responsibility to
manage His resources. If you aren’t prepared with your
pledge this morning, you may bring it to the MVPC office
or worship services during December.
Advent Wreaths – Following today’s service, make an
Advent wreath to prepare your heart for Christmas. Candle
and flameless options available and include candles, fresh
greenery and berries and a devotional guide which follows
MVPC’s Advent sermon series, Expecting the Messiah. You may
also grab the kit to assemble at home.

Leading Worship: Rob Perkins, Senior Pastor; Dave Ricketts,
Associate Pastor; Sam Fielder, Associate Pastor; Mike Loretto,
Minister of Music and Worship;
You’re Invited – Next Sunday, December 10, is the second
Sunday of Advent. Pastor Rob will continue the Advent sermon
series, Expecting the Messiah.

The Ones, Sunday, December 10 – Men and women who find
themselves alone are invited to gather for lunch at Shelby’s in
Orinda Theater Square. Please no kids, and RSVP to Mary Kaye
Stephens: 381-1458.
At His Feet Christmas Brunch, Saturday, December 23, 9-11
am – Everyone is invited for a hot breakfast followed by special
music, worship and a Christmas message focused on Jesus, our
Prince of Peace. Please RSVP to Colleen Giovanni by December
18: cgiovanni@mvpctoday.org. Fireside Room.
AA meetings, Sundays, 5-6pm and Thursdays, 6-7pm –
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings at MVPC are small and
newcomer-friendly, open to anyone who wants to do something
about their drinking problem. FMC212.
LivingPeace. Biblical. Practical. Powerful. Peacemaker
Ministries-trained coaches provide one-to-one conflict
coaching and mediation, using biblical principles to guide
your relationships at home, work and in your neighborhoods.
Contact Kristen Maloney (963-8870) or Kathryn Badalich
(kathrynb@comcast.net).
HUGS (Hands Utilizing God’s Spirit), Wednesdays, 9:3011:45am – The HUGS knitting and crochet ministry meets for
fellowship, prayer and praise as we create and pray over items
intended to bring comfort, hope and a deep sense of God’s
love and care to their recipients. Materials provided and all skill
levels are welcome. For questions, contact Virginia Sornsen:
nanagagas@comcast.net. FMC201-202.

Stephen Ministry – Friendly, confidential Stephen Ministers are
available to listen, pray, or help you through a difficult time in
your life. For more information, contact Bev Matthews (283-7762)
or Barbara Snyder (254-6269).

Together in Prayer – Please pray for the people listed here

and ask the Lord how He might invite you to care for them:

Healing: Jimmie Matsuda (James Matsuda’s father);
Liz Benson; Doug Mann; Howard Guild; Betty Lazzareschi
Grieving: Steve Lekki & Family upon the death of his father;
Frank Bonetto & Family upon the death of his mother; 		
Elaine Schilling & Family upon the death of her mother
Fire Relief: Pray for all those affected by the fires.
Freedom: Pray for Andrew Brunson, an EPC pastor imprisoned
in Turkey.
If you would like your name to appear here, or if you or a loved one
are sick and would like prayer with the Elders, please designate it
on your Prayer and Care card located in the pew or contact Valerie
Bigelow; x223; vbigelow@mvpctoday.org. AM Prayer meets on
Wednesday, 8:00-9:15am, in the Resource Center.

SonTown, Sundays at 9:30 am and 5 pm – Command them to do
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share
(1 Timothy 6:18). During December 1st-5th graders will focus on
generosity—making someone’s day by giving something away—
discovering that every good and perfect gift comes from God. At
Christmas we celebrate that God gave us Jesus; and then Jesus gave
His life. Because of that, certainly we can be generous towards
others. Elementary children begin in worship before going to large
group and small group time. On December 17, we will celebrate
our annual Come to the Manger party! Visitors are welcome and
encouraged to join in the fun!
Beth Moore Women’s Winter Bible Study, Saturdays, 10 am-noon,
beginning January 27 – Registration is now open for Beth’s newest
6-week DVD session, The Quest: An Excursion toward Intimacy with
God. Learn to dig into the Word, to respond to the questions of God
and to bring your questions before Him to draw you into a closer
relationship with the Father. Register online at mvpctoday.org.

Become a Stephen Minister – Stephen Ministry equips
individuals as caregivers able to provide high-quality,
confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting.
The next training class will begin January 2018. Contact Bev
Matthews (283-7762) or Barbara Snyder (254-6269).
Text to Give – MVPC implements “text to give” technology you
can use right from your seat. Simply text “MVPC” to 73256,
and click on the link. Enter the dollar amount and your gift will
be credited to Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church. First-time
users will be guided through an easy account setup with either
a credit card or your checking account for future quick access.
Shop local for the holidays! The Resource Center has books
for all ages, Advent calendars and devotionals, quality wooden
Nativity sets, greeting cards, wall crosses and other small gifts.
We even feature some of MVPC’s talented authors, artists,
musicians, poets and knitters!
The Giving Tree – Share Christmas joy with children served by
MVPC’s local mission partners. Take a tag from the tree, purchase
gifts, and return them to the MVPC office by December 12. Gifts
will be delivered to children through Bay Area Chaplains, Bay
Area Rescue Mission, El Puente, Harbor House, World Impact/
Oakland and YoungLives/Concord. Thank you for sharing!

Mission Market Online: Now Open! Support MVPC’s local and
global mission partners and deliver to your loved ones more
meaningful Christmas gifts. Through your donations, you buy
gifts-in-kind and receive descriptive cards to deliver to your loved
ones in lieu of traditional gifts. Visit online: mvpctoday.org.
Serve with the Global Missions Team – GMT is looking for
a champion to encourage and pray with Mossai Sanguma of
Ubangi Protestant University in Congo. For more information,
contact Mary Kaye Stephens: grammykaye@sbcglobal.net;
631-0996.

Advent Week 1
We invite you to use these questions to prepare for the
Child of the Virgin, Immanuel, God with Us.

Poinsettias – During the Christmas season the Sanctuary will be
decorated with poinsettias purchased in memory or in honor of
someone special. Donors and their honorarium will be listed in
the bulletins on Christmas Eve. Plants may be picked up following
the Christmas Eve 11pm service. Cost: $15/plant. Visit the patio
table or purchase online: mvpctoday.org.
Respite Night, Friday, December 8, 6:30-9pm – Respite Night
provides a fun night out for special needs children and siblings
while their parents get a night off. To volunteer or register your
child/ren, contact Mary Kaye Stephens: grammykaye@sbcglobal.
net. Fellowship Hall.
Part-Time Paid Position Available: Children’s Music Director –If
you enjoy seeing children grow in faith and learn to sing joyfully
to Him, this may be God’s calling for you! Teach the Kingdom
Kids Choir Tuesdays, 4:45-5:30 pm (Oct-April) and prepare music
to help lead our congregation in Sunday worship, the Family
Christmas Eve Service and Spring Children’s Musical. Contact
Mike Loretto: mloretto@mvpctoday.org).

Monday 1 Kings 8:56-58 Pray that God will make you
aware of His presence with you.
Tuesday 2 Chronicles 13:12 How does God lead you?
Wednesday Psalm 46:1-3, 7 How can God’s presence
with you free you from fear?
Thursday Ephesians 1:4-6 What difference does it make
in your life that God chose you to be His child?
Friday 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 Is there a hard-to-love
person in your life? Ask God to increase your love.
Saturday Jude 24-25 When has God kept you from
stumbling?

Expecting The Messiah
Waiting for the Child
Isaiah 7:10-17
Message Notes

