April 15, 2018

Something
for Everyone
CHILDREN

MVPC KIDS: SUNDAYS & TUESDAYS

STUDENTS
QUEST • SR HIGH • MEXICO

ADULTS

WOMEN • MEN • SMALL GROUPS

9:30 am

“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.”
Psalm 1:1, 5b
Please feel free to sit or stand
as we worship through song.

Welcome
#60 Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Who You Say I Am
Confession and Assurance of Pardon
Reckless Love
Time for Young Disciples
Pastoral Prayer
Offering - For The Beauty Of The Earth

Please sign and pass the registration pad down your pew

Find out more at
www.mvpctoday.org

Scripture Reading - John 10:10-11
Message: “Lavish Generosity”
Pastor Rob Perkins
Forever
Opportunities to Give, Gather, & Go
Blessing

Pastoral Staff
Rob Perkins, Dave Ricketts, Sam Fielder, Tommy Branagh
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga, CA 94556
Tel. 925.376.4800 • Fax. 925.376.3750 • mvpctoday.org
Office Hours 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday to Friday
Sunday Services: 9:30 am and 5 pm

Postlude - Chopin Prelude in Gm, Op. 28, No. 22
Need prayer this morning?

Come to one of the prayer corners at the front of the Sanctuary.

@MVPCtoday

We’re so glad you’re here! Whatever your background,
wherever you are on your spiritual journey, and no matter
what questions and concerns you may have, there’s
something for you at MVPC. Stop by the Welcome Center
on the courtyard after the service. We’d love to meet you and
share more about our church. You can also visit us online:
mvpctoday.org.
TODAY
Family Ties, 11-11:45 am, April 15 – What does Jesus have to
say about the issues keeping you up at night? Come explore
what it looks like to follow Christ in the midst of shifting
values. Led by Sam Fielder. Childcare provided. Next class:
April 29.

Leading Worship: Rob Perkins, Senior Pastor; Dave Ricketts,
Associate Pastor; Sam Fielder, Associate Pastor for Young Families;
Mike Loretto, Minister of Music and Worship; Sharon Linton,
Pianist; Wendy Dunn, Scripture Reader
You’re Invited – Next Sunday, April 22, Pastor Rob will continue
the sermon series on living the Abundant Life God designed for us.

Remember, Renew & Refill: A Journey Through Grief, Saturday,
April 21, 9:30am-2pm – All are invited to this workshop and
luncheon to honor our lost loved ones. Rev. Dr. Mary Naegli
will be the keynote speaker and panelists include Jeanne
Haffner, Stan Oberg, and Lorna Skantze-Neill. Please RSVP by
Wednesday, April 18 online or with Colleen Giovanni: x285;
cgiovanni@mvpctoday.org.
Kurt Ribak Album Release Party, Monday, May 7, 8 pm –
Come celebrate the release of Kurt’s new album, Onward, with
a concert at Freight & Salvage in Berkeley. The band includes
members of the MVPC worship team: Kurt on bass and vocals,
Greg Sankovich on keyboards and Ross Wilson on brass. This
is Kurt’s fifth recording and features his own compositions. For
tickets: thefreight.org/shows.
Enjoy Camp Timberwolf this Summer! Registration is open
for Family Camp July 7-11 (contact Bob Green: bobgreen01@
comcast.net) and Dads’ Adventure Weekend July 12-14 (contact
Colleen Giovanni: cgiovanni@mvpctoday.org).
Together in Prayer – Please pray for the people listed here
and ask the Lord how He might invite you to care for them:
Welcome Jack Michael Tausend born April 13, weighing
9 lbs 8oz. to parents Liz and Eric Tausend and grandparents
CJ and John Greenblatt and Julie and Woody Tausend!
Healing: Olga Edwards; Sarah D. Williams
Grieving: Sarah Roberts and Family upon the death of her
mother, Marianne Somers
Mission Partners: Pray for CRU at Washington State and
InterVarsity at St. Mary’s as they finish out this school year
and plan for next year.
Pray for Pastor Andrew Brunson, imprisoned in Turkey.
Prayer Corner – Someone is waiting for you in the Prayer
Corner to walk you to the throne of God with the burdens
heavy on your heart. Please stop by after worship and find
hope in our Father’s faithful presence.

Abundant Life

Abundant Life

Welcome to Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church!

Week 1 – Lavish Generosity

Lavish Generosity
MVPC Membership & Baptism Process – Interested in
membership and/or baptism at MVPC? Get your application in
by Tuesday; the first class will be held over lunch next Sunday.
Contact Siv Ricketts: sricketts@mvpctoday.org.

John 10:10-11, Psalm 23, 2 Corinthians 9:8, Ephesians 1:3-8

Message Notes

Study God’s Word
Read aloud John 10:10-11.
• Contrast the thief and the good shepherd. What happens to
those who are near them?
Read aloud Ephesians 1:3-8a.
• What has God done for us, and why?
• How would you explain “every spiritual blessing” with
which God has blessed us to someone who doesn’t feel
blessed (v3)?
• What does it mean that we are “in him” (vv4, 6-7)?
• How does this passage describe our relationship with God?
What difference does that make?
• Which of God’s blessings depend on us? Which change or
affect us, and how?

Stephen Ministry Seminar: Addiction in Families, Monday, April
16, 7 pm – Everyone is invited to this informational gathering
about addiction, presented by one of our own MVPC members.
Fireside Room.
VBS 2018: Rockin’ River Adventure! Registration is OPEN for one
and all–volunteer staff and ALL kids– it’s time to jump in! We are
praying for you and can’t wait to see how God will outfit our great
adventure this year! More information and registration online:
mvpctoday.org. Questions? Shelly Guinn: sguinn@mvpctoday.org.
Exploring Reformed Theology, Sundays, 8:15 am – Join us to
study The Westminster Confession as we dive into what it has to
say on prayer. FMC205.
SonTown, Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm – Wait for the Lord. Be strong
and don’t lose hope. Wait for the Lord! (Psalm 27:14). During April,
elementary kids will focus on patience, deciding to wait until
later for what you want now. Children begin in the service before
going to small and large group time.

Living the Truth of God’s Word
• Why do people choose to follow the thief instead of the
good shepherd?
• Name some of your favorites of God’s lavish riches. How
do you respond? How can you share them with others?
• “…worship and praise are so crucial [because] they give
opportunity for us to tell the truth about ourselves and God”
(Klyne Snodgrass). How are worship and praise
appropriate responses to reflecting on what God has done
for us?
• How can you hold on to the truth of the abundant life God
has designed for us in light of the daily realities of a messy,
pain-filled world?
• What is God saying to you through this passage, and what
will you do about it?
• For those participating in the Every Day Challenge: What
did you learn from your Bible reading this week and how
did you apply it in your life?

Harbor House Banquet, May 5, 6-8:30pm – Join us for The Great
Banquet, a celebration to support Harbor House Ministries. The
event will feature dinner, auction, speakers and fellowship. All
proceeds will support critical programs for families including
tutoring, mentoring, discipleship, leadership development, food
and clothing distribution, ESL classes and economic development.
Purchase tickets online: eventbrite.com/e/the-great-banquet-2018tickets-42505810022
Golf Tournament for Bay Area Rescue Mission, Monday, May
14 – Whether you’re a serious golfer or a duffer you will enjoy
a day of fun, sun, golf and dinner with MVPC pastors and staff.
Bay Area Rescue Mission’s annual tournament, called the New
Life Golf Tournament (NLGT), will be held at the Rossmoor
Golf Course. Additional information on the BARM web site:
bayarearescue.org. If interested, contact Dave Smith: 360-4742;
daves1560sfc@gmail.com.

Donations for Sabuli’s Children – Please bring donations to the
church office by May 6: oral antibiotics, analgesic tablets such
as aspirin, Tylenol or Advil (no liquids), antibiotic ointments,
children’s tablet vitamins (no gummies), band aids, deflated
soccer balls, soccer jerseys, small French-English dictionaries, and
new children’s underwear. Thank you!
International Justice Mission Prayer Gathering, Sunday, May 6,
6-9 pm – Slavery still exists. More than 40 million men, women
and children are enslaved in our world today. This reality is
overwhelming, but God has a plan. Come prepared for a night of
prayer, stories and worship. 6-6:30pm hors d’oeuvres reception;
6:30-8pm program; 8-9pm post-reception. First Presbyterian
Church, Berkeley.

Connect with One Another
• Share about a generous gift you have given.

Praying Together
• Take turns reading aloud from Psalm 145 as a hymn of
thanksgiving to our lavishly generous God.
Family Share Questions
Use these questions to reflect on Ephesians 1:3-6 (The
Message) individually and with your family.

2017-2018 Financial Update as of March 31, 2018 - We
are thankful to God for the continued generosity of our
congregation; however, we are behind in budgeted giving
by $151,000. We encourage you to pray about how you and
your family may be able help underwrite the important
ministries at MVPC here and around the world.
Budgeted Giving
$1,552,000

Actual Giving
$1,401,000

Shortfall
$151,000

How blessed is God! And what a blessing he is! He’s the Father
of our Master, Jesus Christ, and takes us to the high places of
blessing in him. Long before he laid down earth’s foundations,
he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love,
to be made whole and holy by his love. Long, long ago he
decided to adopt us into his family through Jesus Christ. (What
pleasure he took in planning this!) He wanted us to enter
into the celebration of his lavish gift-giving by the hand of his
beloved Son.
• What good gifts has God given you?
• How does it feel to know that even before God created the
earth, He already loved you?
• Thank God for all His good gifts.

April 15, 2018

Something
for Everyone
CHILDREN

MVPC KIDS: SUNDAYS & TUESDAYS

STUDENTS
QUEST • SR HIGH • MEXICO

ADULTS

WOMEN • MEN • SMALL GROUPS

5 pm

“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.”
Psalm 1:1, 5b

Welcome to the 5
GATHER to WORSHIP
Come as you are. Make yourself at home.
Get ready to meet God.

COMMUNITY LIFE
Visit mvpctoday.org to learn
how you can belong

THE WORD
“Lavish Generosity” - John 10:10-11
Pastor Rob Perkins

OUR RESPONSE
COMMUNION

Find out more at
www.mvpctoday.org

All who confess Jesus as Lord and Savior may participate
Please come to one of the stations whenever you are ready
Gluten-free bread is offered at the rear station

OFFERING
Please bring your gifts to the Lord to one of the
Offering Boxes at the front or rear

PRAYER
A member of our Prayer Team will be in the back
if you would like prayer
Pastoral Staff
Rob Perkins, Dave Ricketts, Sam Fielder, Tommy Branagh
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga, CA 94556
Tel. 925.376.4800 • Fax. 925.376.3750 • mvpctoday.org
Office Hours 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday to Friday
Sunday Services: 9:30 am and 5 pm

FELLOWSHIP

Join us for dinner on the patio!
Feedback, questions and thoughts: #mvpcthe5

@MVPCtoday

Abundant Life

Welcome to Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church!

Lavish Generosity

We’re so glad you’re here! Whatever your background,
wherever you are on your spiritual journey, and no matter
what questions and concerns you may have, there’s
something for you at MVPC. Stop by the Welcome Center
on the courtyard after the service. We’d love to meet you and
share more about our church. You can also visit us online:
mvpctoday.org.

MVPC Membership & Baptism Process – Interested in
membership and/or baptism at MVPC? Get your application in
by Tuesday; the first class will be held over lunch next Sunday.
Contact Siv Ricketts: sricketts@mvpctoday.org.

Leading Worship: Rob Perkins, Senior Pastor; Dave Ricketts,
Associate Pastor; Sam Fielder, Associate Pastor for Young Families;
Mike Loretto, Minister of Music and Worship

VBS 2018: Rockin’ River Adventure! Registration is OPEN for one
and all–volunteer staff and ALL kids– it’s time to jump in! We are
praying for you and can’t wait to see how God will outfit our great
adventure this year! More information and registration online:
mvpctoday.org. Questions? Shelly Guinn: sguinn@mvpctoday.org.

You’re Invited – Next Sunday, April 22, Pastor Rob will continue
the sermon series on living the Abundant Life God designed for us.

Remember, Renew & Refill: A Journey Through Grief, Saturday,
April 21, 9:30am-2pm – All are invited to this workshop and
luncheon to honor our lost loved ones. Rev. Dr. Mary Naegli
will be the keynote speaker and panelists include Jeanne
Haffner, Stan Oberg, and Lorna Skantze-Neill. Please RSVP by
Wednesday, April 18 online or with Colleen Giovanni: x285;
cgiovanni@mvpctoday.org.
Kurt Ribak Album Release Party, Monday, May 7, 8 pm –
Come celebrate the release of Kurt’s new album, Onward, with
a concert at Freight & Salvage in Berkeley. The band includes
members of the MVPC worship team: Kurt on bass and vocals,
Greg Sankovich on keyboards and Ross Wilson on brass. This
is Kurt’s fifth recording and features his own compositions. For
tickets: thefreight.org/shows.
Enjoy Camp Timberwolf this Summer! Registration is open
for Family Camp July 7-11 (contact Bob Green: bobgreen01@
comcast.net) and Dads’ Adventure Weekend July 12-14 (contact
Colleen Giovanni: cgiovanni@mvpctoday.org).
Together in Prayer – Please pray for the people listed here
and ask the Lord how He might invite you to care for them:
Welcome Jack Michael Tausend born April 13, weighing
9 lbs 8oz. to parents Liz and Eric Tausend and grandparents
John and CJ Greenblatt and Julie and Woody Tausend!
Healing: Olga Edwards; Hazel Lowe’s mother, Susan;
Sarah D. Williams
Grieving: Sarah Roberts and Family upon the death of her
mother, Marianne Somers
Mission Partners: Pray for CRU at Washington State and
InterVarsity at St. Mary’s as they finish out this school year
and plan for next year.
Pray for Pastor Andrew Brunson, imprisoned in Turkey.
If you would like your name to appear here, or if you or a
loved one are sick and would like prayer with the Elders, please
designate it on your Prayer and Care Request card located in the
pew or contact Valerie Bigelow; x223; vbigelow@mvpctoday.
org. AM Prayer meets on Wednesday, 8:00-9:15am, in the Vestry.
Prayer Corner – Someone is waiting for you in the Prayer Corner
to walk you to the throne of God with the burdens heavy on
your heart. Please stop by after worship and find hope in our
Father’s faithful presence.

Abundant Life

Week 1 – Lavish Generosity

John 10:10-11, Psalm 23, 2 Corinthians 9:8, Ephesians 1:3-8

Message Notes

Study God’s Word
Read aloud John 10:10-11.
• Contrast the thief and the good shepherd. What happens to
those who are near them?
Read aloud Ephesians 1:3-8a.
• What has God done for us, and why?
• How would you explain “every spiritual blessing” with
which God has blessed us to someone who doesn’t feel
blessed (v3)?
• What does it mean that we are “in him” (vv4, 6-7)?
• How does this passage describe our relationship with God?
What difference does that make?
• Which of God’s blessings depend on us? Which change or
affect us, and how?

Stephen Ministry Seminar: Addiction in Families, Monday, April
16, 7 pm – Everyone is invited to this informational gathering
about addiction, presented by one of our own MVPC members.
Fireside Room.

Exploring Reformed Theology, Sundays, 8:15 am – Join us to
study The Westminster Confession as we dive into what it has to
say on prayer. FMC205.
SonTown, Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm – Wait for the Lord. Be strong
and don’t lose hope. Wait for the Lord! (Psalm 27:14). During April,
elementary kids will focus on patience, deciding to wait until
later for what you want now. Children begin in the service before
going to small and large group time.

Living the Truth of God’s Word
• Why do people choose to follow the thief instead of the
good shepherd?
• Name some of your favorites of God’s lavish riches. How
do you respond? How can you share them with others?
• “…worship and praise are so crucial [because] they give
opportunity for us to tell the truth about ourselves and God”
(Klyne Snodgrass). How are worship and praise
appropriate responses to reflecting on what God has done
for us?
• How can you hold on to the truth of the abundant life God
has designed for us in light of the daily realities of a messy,
pain-filled world?
• What is God saying to you through this passage, and what
will you do about it?
• For those participating in the Every Day Challenge: What
did you learn from your Bible reading this week and how
did you apply it in your life?

Harbor House Banquet, May 5, 6-8:30pm – Join us for The Great
Banquet, a celebration to support Harbor House Ministries. The
event will feature dinner, auction, speakers and fellowship. All
proceeds will support critical programs for families including
tutoring, mentoring, discipleship, leadership development, food
and clothing distribution, ESL classes and economic development.
Purchase tickets online: eventbrite.com/e/the-great-banquet-2018tickets-42505810022
Golf Tournament for Bay Area Rescue Mission, Monday, May
14 – Whether you’re a serious golfer or a duffer you will enjoy
a day of fun, sun, golf and dinner with MVPC pastors and staff.
Bay Area Rescue Mission’s annual tournament, called the New
Life Golf Tournament (NLGT), will be held at the Rossmoor
Golf Course. Additional information on the BARM web site:
bayarearescue.org. If interested, contact Dave Smith: 360-4742;
daves1560sfc@gmail.com.

Donations for Sabuli’s Children – Please bring donations to the
church office by May 6: oral antibiotics, analgesic tablets such
as aspirin, Tylenol or Advil (no liquids), antibiotic ointments,
children’s tablet vitamins (no gummies), band aids, deflated
soccer balls, soccer jerseys, small French-English dictionaries, and
new children’s underwear. Thank you!
International Justice Mission Prayer Gathering, Sunday, May 6,
6-9 pm – Slavery still exists. More than 40 million men, women
and children are enslaved in our world today. This reality is
overwhelming, but God has a plan. Come prepared for a night of
prayer, stories and worship. 6-6:30pm hors d’oeuvres reception;
6:30-8pm program; 8-9pm post-reception. First Presbyterian
Church, Berkeley.

Connect with One Another
• Share about a generous gift you have given.

Praying Together
• Take turns reading aloud from Psalm 145 as a hymn of
thanksgiving to our lavishly generous God.
Family Share Questions
Use these questions to reflect on Ephesians 1:3-6 (The
Message) individually and with your family.

2017-2018 Financial Update as of March 31, 2018 - We
are thankful to God for the continued generosity of our
congregation; however, we are behind in budgeted giving
by $151,000. We encourage you to pray about how you and
your family may be able help underwrite the important
ministries at MVPC here and around the world.
Budgeted Giving
$1,552,000

Actual Giving
$1,401,000

Shortfall
$151,000

How blessed is God! And what a blessing he is! He’s the Father
of our Master, Jesus Christ, and takes us to the high places of
blessing in him. Long before he laid down earth’s foundations,
he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love,
to be made whole and holy by his love. Long, long ago he
decided to adopt us into his family through Jesus Christ. (What
pleasure he took in planning this!) He wanted us to enter
into the celebration of his lavish gift-giving by the hand of his
beloved Son.
• What good gifts has God given you?
• How does it feel to know that even before God created the
earth, He already loved you?
• Thank God for all His good gifts.

