There are times when everyone of us experiences
difficulties -

Jun 10 • Mt. 5:1-12

The Character You Possess
Jun 17 • Mt. 5:13-16

The Influence You Wield
Jun 24 • Mt. 5:17-20

The Cost You Pay
Jul 1 • Mt. 5:21-30

The People You Protect
Jul 8 • Mt. 5:31-37

The Promises You Make
Jul 15 • Mt. 5:38-48

The Opponents You Engage

June 10, 2018

9:30 am
“Blessed is the one
who trusts in the Lord…”
Psalm 40:4a
Please feel free to sit or stand
as we worship through song.

Thank you Lord
Desert Song
Confession and Assurance of Pardon
#689 The Church’s One Foundation
Blessing and Sending of Children

Children 1st – 5th grade may go to their classes

Stephen Ministers Commissioning
Offering - Unwavering

Please sign and pass the registration pad down your pew

Scripture Reading - Matthew 5:1-12
Message: “The Character You Possess”
Pastor Rob Perkins
Blessed Be Your Name
Opportunities to Give, Gather, & Go
Blessing
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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•

Loss of a loved one
Discouragement
Spiritual crisis
Divorce
Cancer
Rehabilitation
Hospitalization
Job loss
Imprisonment
Loneliness
Disability
Many other challenges

God never intended for us to go through these
experiences alone. That’s why God has brought
us together as a congregation - and why we have
Stephen Ministry.

WELCOME NEW STEPHEN MINISTERS!
This morning we commission a new class of Stephen
Ministers. These dedicated people have been called to
serve the body of MVPC and have completed 50 hours
of Stephen Ministry training. Our newly commissioned
Stephen Ministers are:

Dick Disher

Sherry Disher

Betty Duey

Nancy Lloyd

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who have received 50 hours of caregiving training to minister to people experiencing
a crisis, facing a challenge, or simply going through
a tough time.
A Stephen Minister will meet with you - privately
and confidentially - on a weekly basis to listen, care,
encourage, support, and remind you of Christ’s
presence in your life. Male Stephen Ministers walk
alongside men and female Stephen Ministers walk
alongside women.

Congregational Meeting
Pastoral Staff
Rob Perkins, Dave Ricketts, Sam Fielder, Tommy Branagh
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga, CA 94556
Tel. 925.376.4800 • Fax. 925.376.3750 • mvpctoday.org
Office Hours 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday to Friday
Sunday Services: 9:30 am and 5 pm

Need prayer this morning?

Come to one of the prayer corners at the front of the Sanctuary.

Jim Quist
@MVPCtoday

Martha Schildwachter

Welcome to Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church!
We’re so glad you’re here! Whatever your background,
wherever you are on your spiritual journey, and no matter
what questions and concerns you may have, there’s
something for you at MVPC. Stop by the Welcome Center
on the courtyard after the service. We’d love to meet you and
share more about our church. You can also visit us online:
mvpctoday.org.
TODAY
A brief congregational meeting to elect new Elders,
Deacons and members of the Nominating Committee will
immediately follow this morning’s service.
Deacon Area 9 Gathering, following congregational meeting
– Meet your Deacons, Ed Nagayama and Sharon Wells, and
MVPC members who live in your area. Fireside Room.

Leading in Worship: Rob Perkins, Senior Pastor; Sam Fielder,
Associate Pastor for Young Families; Tommy Branagh, Assistant
Pastor for Student Ministries; Mike Loretto, Minister of Music and
Worship; Tanner Roberts, Associate Director of Music and Worship;
Don Chalmers, Reader
You’re Invited – Next Sunday, June 17, is Father’s Day! Pastor
Dave will continue the summer sermon series, Change the
Narrative, focusing on the Sermon on the Mount, and we will
pray for VBS.
Chancel Flowers - The flowers on the chancel this morning
have been given by the children and grandchildren of Les and
Christine Deane in joyful celebration of their 50th anniversary;
and by Roger and Suzanne Russell in honor of their 50th wedding
anniversary as well as Ron and Bobbi Judson’s 50th anniversary.
Worship Night, Thursday, June 14, 7 pm – Before Moraga’s
Thursday Summer Concert Series begins on June 21, start
your summer with an evening of musical worship. We’ll have
70 minutes of music, prayer and Scripture, from loud, joyful
celebration to soft, meditative worship. Join us! Forum.
Active Military – We are planning to create a bulletin insert
for the July 1 worship services to focus our prayers. If you have
family members actively serving in the armed forces, please
email information, including a current picture if possible, to
Valerie Bigelow: vbigelow@mvpctoday.org

RAMs (Retired Active Members), June 13, 8 am – Please join
us for breakfast and a presentation by Steve Hansen on “The
Navigators: How Man First Discovered How to Determine
Position and Navigate from A to B on the Ocean.” Everyone is
welcome. Fellowship Hall.
Senior High Summer Hangouts, 1st & 3rd Sundays after The 5,
starting June 17 – High school students are invited to come to The 5
pm service and hang out afterward for dinner, ice cream and games.
Women’s Book Study, Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 am, beginning
June 28 – How do you manage too many projects and too much
mess? Let’s read and discuss Overwhelmed: How to Quiet the Chaos
and Restore Your Sanity by Kathi Lipp and Cheri Gregory and learn
to savor life, guilt free! At Patti Francis’ home: 83 Gaywood Pl.,
Moraga; gohikingwithpatti@comcast.net or 376.6693. Come
when you can.

Enjoy Camp Timberwolf! Make summer family memories that
will last a lifetime. Register today for Family Camp July 7-11
(contact Bob Green: bobgreen01@comcast.net).
The One’s, second and fourth Sundays in June, July and August –
Adults who find themselves alone are invited to gather for lunch
at Town Kitchen in Moraga. RSVP with Mary Kaye Stephens:
631.0996 or 381.1458.
Together in Prayer – Please pray for the people listed here and
ask the Lord how He might invite you to care for them:
Welcome! Announcing the birth of Miles Wylder Moore, born
May 15 to parents Haley and Sean Moore and grandparents
Marilyn and Howard Guild
Upcoming surgery: Skip Morris (Meriwether Short’s father)
Healing: Andrew Baxter; Sarah D. Williams
Grieving: Our sincere sympathies go out to family and friends
of Leyla Anderson upon her sudden death
Missions: Terry Martin in China
Pray for Pastor Andrew Brunson, imprisoned in Turkey
If you would like your name to appear here, or if you or a loved
one are sick and would like prayer with the Elders, please designate
it on your Prayer and Care card located in the pew or contact
Valerie Bigelow; x223; vbigelow@mvpctoday.org.

FaithBuilders, Sundays, 11 am – Join FaithBuilders as they study
Hebrews. Pick up your book at the Resource Center. FMC205.
Quest Sunday, 1st & 3rd Sundays, during the 9:30 am service,
starting June 17 – Middle school students are invited to start in
the Sanctuary and then go together to the student lounge for Bible
study, games, and fellowship.
Moms’ Council, Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 am, beginning September
13 – Do you feel like your life is falling to pieces? What’s the
missing piece to attain true peace? A variety of speakers will share
stories of picking up pieces that lead to God’s ultimate peace.
Register today: mvpctoday.org.
Women of the Word, Tuesdays, 9:30-11:30 am or 7-8:30 pm,
beginning September 11 – Join women of all ages for in-depth
study of the book of Acts. Register online: mvpctoday.org.

Orinda July 4th Parade, 8-11 am – The Outreach Team is looking
for 30 volunteers to serve as monitors along the parade route. It’s
a simple and fun way to get to know folks from our Lamorinda
community. Sign up with Erik Eck: erik.d.eck@gmail.com.
Job Opportunity – MVPC is looking for someone to coordinate
and/or prepare dinners following The 5. 8-10 hours during the
week and on Sunday evenings. There may be other church-wide
events during the year. Contact Nat Weber: x235; nweber@
mvpctoday.org.
2017-2018 Financial Update as of May 31, 2018 - We are
thankful to God for the continued generosity of our congregation;
however, we are behind in budgeted giving by $201,000. We
encourage you to pray about how you and your family may be
able to help underwrite the important ministries at MVPC here
and around the world.
Budgeted Giving
$1,935,000

Actual Giving
$1,734,000

Shortfall
$201,000

Change the Narrative
Let’s Play! MVPC mission partner Joni & Friends is looking for
teams of 10-12 people to plan and lead simple outdoor games
on a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday morning during Family
Camp, June 12-14 or July 10-12. You will work two 45-minute
sessions beginning at 10:30 am. This is a great opportunity
for Community Groups or groups of families; celebrate after
with a trip to the beach! For more information contact Martha
Erisman: x227; merisman@mvpctoday.org.
Balkans Trip, October 2-11 – MVPC mission partners Dimitrije
& Cveta Popadic of Protestant Theological Seminary will lead
a team of adults through Serbia, Macedonia and Thessoloniki,
Greece. Participants will visit places tourists normally wouldn’t
see and learn about the history, culture and ministry of the area.
Cost approx. $3,000/person, all inclusive. For information call
Bonnie & Greg Bjerre: 254.6513. Register online: mvpctoday.org.
Mission Champions – MVPC mission partner Kids Alive DR
needs a champion. We also need two more people to serve on
the Global Missions Team. For more information please contact
Mary Kaye Stephens (grammykaye@sbcglobal.net) or Martha
Erisman(merisman@mvpctoday.org).
Medicine Cabinet Overflowing? Any unneeded prescription
or over-the-counter meds in their original containers (blacken
patient and MD name) can be brought to the church office in
an opaque bag marked “Pat” to donate to our international
mission partners. Even if expired, Pat Thompson Togneri,
Pharm.D, will decide on their usefulness and/or dispose of
properly. Questions? Call Pat: 376-2698.
We are excited to welcome Tanner Roberts to
our staff as our Associate Director of Music &
Worship! Tanner grew up in Lafayette and is
a recent graduate of Westmont College. He’s
passionate about music and worship and is
extremely excited for his new role. Tanner will
be responsible for leadership of our student
worship bands and will be a regular presence
as a worship leader and musician for our Sunday services.

The Character You Possess
Matthew 5:1-12

Message Notes

There are times when everyone of us experiences
difficulties -

Jun 10 • Mt. 5:1-12

The Character You Possess
Jun 17 • Mt. 5:13-16

The Influence You Wield
Jun 24 • Mt. 5:17-20

The Cost You Pay
Jul 1 • Mt. 5:21-30

The People You Protect
Jul 8 • Mt. 5:31-37

The Promises You Make
Jul 15 • Mt. 5:38-48

The Opponents You Engage

June 10, 2018

5 pm
“Blessed is the one
who trusts in the Lord…”
Psalm 40:4a

Welcome to the 5
GATHER to WORSHIP
Come as you are. Make yourself at home.
Get ready to meet God.

COMMUNITY LIFE
Visit mvpctoday.org to learn
how you can belong

THE WORD
“The Character You Possess” - Matthew 5:1-12
Pastor Rob Perkins

OUR RESPONSE
COMMUNION
All who confess Jesus as Lord and Savior may participate
Please come to one of the stations whenever you are ready
Gluten-free bread is offered at the rear station

OFFERING
Please bring your gifts to the Lord to one of the
Offering Boxes at the front or rear

PRAYER

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Loss of a loved one
Discouragement
Spiritual crisis
Divorce
Cancer
Rehabilitation
Hospitalization
Job loss
Imprisonment
Loneliness
Disability
Many other challenges

God never intended for us to go through these
experiences alone. That’s why God has brought
us together as a congregation - and why we have
Stephen Ministry.

WELCOME NEW STEPHEN MINISTERS!
This morning we commission a new class of Stephen
Ministers. These dedicated people have been called to
serve the body of MVPC and have completed 50 hours
of Stephen Ministry training. Our newly commissioned
Stephen Ministers are:

Dick Disher

Sherry Disher

Betty Duey

Nancy Lloyd

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who have received 50 hours of caregiving training to minister to people experiencing
a crisis, facing a challenge, or simply going through
a tough time.
A Stephen Minister will meet with you - privately
and confidentially - on a weekly basis to listen, care,
encourage, support, and remind you of Christ’s
presence in your life. Male Stephen Ministers walk
alongside men and female Stephen Ministers walk
alongside women.

A member of our Prayer Team will be in the back
if you would like prayer

Pastoral Staff
Rob Perkins, Dave Ricketts, Sam Fielder, Tommy Branagh
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga, CA 94556
Tel. 925.376.4800 • Fax. 925.376.3750 • mvpctoday.org
Office Hours 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday to Friday
Sunday Services: 9:30 am and 5 pm

FELLOWSHIP

Join us for dinner!
Feedback, questions and thoughts: #mvpcthe5

@MVPCtoday

Jim Quist

Martha Schildwachter

Welcome to Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church!
We’re so glad you’re here! Whatever your background,
wherever you are on your spiritual journey, and no matter
what questions and concerns you may have, there’s
something for you at MVPC. Stop by the Welcome Center
on the courtyard after the service. We’d love to meet you and
share more about our church. You can also visit us online:
mvpctoday.org.
TODAY
A brief congregational meeting to elect new Elders, Deacons
and members of the Nominating Committee was held this
morning. Please see insert for slate of candidates.

Leading in Worship: Rob Perkins, Senior Pastor; Sam Fielder,
Associate Pastor for Young Families; Mike Loretto, Minister of
Music and Worship; Tanner Roberts, Associate Director of Music
and Worship
You’re Invited – Next Sunday, June 17, is Father’s Day! Pastor
Dave will continue the summer sermon series, Change the
Narrative, focusing on the Sermon on the Mount, and we will
pray for VBS.
Chancel Flowers - The flowers on the chancel this morning
have been given by the children and grandchildren of Les and
Christine Deane in joyful celebration of their 50th anniversary;
and by Roger and Suzanne Russell in honor of their 50th wedding
anniversary as well as Ron and Bobbi Judson’s 50th anniversary.
Worship Night, Thursday, June 14, 7 pm – Before Moraga’s
Thursday Summer Concert Series begins on June 21, start
your summer with an evening of musical worship. We’ll have
70 minutes of music, prayer and Scripture, from loud, joyful
celebration to soft, meditative worship. Join us! Forum.
Active Military – We are planning to create a bulletin insert
for the July 1 worship services to focus our prayers. If you have
family members actively serving in the armed forces, please
email information, including a current picture if possible, to
Valerie Bigelow: vbigelow@mvpctoday.org

RAMs (Retired Active Members), June 13, 8 am – Please join
us for breakfast and a presentation by Steve Hansen on “The
Navigators: How Man First Discovered How to Determine
Position and Navigate from A to B on the Ocean.” Everyone is
welcome. Fellowship Hall.
Senior High Summer Hangouts, 1st & 3rd Sundays after The 5,
starting June 17 – High school students are invited to come to The 5
pm service and hang out afterward for dinner, ice cream and games.
Women’s Book Study, Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 am, beginning
June 28 – How do you manage too many projects and too much
mess? Let’s read and discuss Overwhelmed: How to Quiet the Chaos
and Restore Your Sanity by Kathi Lipp and Cheri Gregory and learn
to savor life, guilt free! At Patti Francis’ home: 83 Gaywood Pl.,
Moraga; gohikingwithpatti@comcast.net or 376.6693. Come
when you can.
Visit the Resource Center – We have Bibles, books and gifts for
Teachers, Grads and Dads. Stop by today!

Enjoy Camp Timberwolf! Make summer family memories that
will last a lifetime. Register today for Family Camp July 7-11
(contact Bob Green: bobgreen01@comcast.net).
The One’s, second and fourth Sundays in June, July and August –
Adults who find themselves alone are invited to gather for lunch
at Town Kitchen in Moraga. RSVP with Mary Kaye Stephens:
631.0996 or 381.1458.
Together in Prayer – Please pray for the people listed here and
ask the Lord how He might invite you to care for them:
Welcome! Announcing the birth of Miles Wylder Moore, born
May 15 to parents Haley and Sean Moore and grandparents
Marilyn and Howard Guild
Upcoming surgery: Skip Morris (Meriwether Short’s father)
Healing: Andrew Baxter; Sarah D. Williams
Grieving: Our sincere sympathies go out to family and friends
of Leyla Anderson upon her sudden death
Missions: Terry Martin in China
Pray for Pastor Andrew Brunson, imprisoned in Turkey
If you would like your name to appear here, or if you or a loved
one are sick and would like prayer with the Elders, please designate
it on your Prayer and Care card located in the pew or contact
Valerie Bigelow; x223; vbigelow@mvpctoday.org.

FaithBuilders, Sundays, 11 am – Join FaithBuilders as they study
Hebrews. Pick up your book at the Resource Center. FMC205.
Quest Sunday, 1st & 3rd Sundays, during the 9:30 am service,
starting June 17 – Middle school students are invited to start in
the Sanctuary and then go together to the student lounge for Bible
study, games, and fellowship.
Moms’ Council, Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 am, beginning September
13 – Do you feel like your life is falling to pieces? What’s the
missing piece to attain true peace? A variety of speakers will share
stories of picking up pieces that lead to God’s ultimate peace.
Register today: mvpctoday.org.
Women of the Word, Tuesdays, 9:30-11:30 am or 7-8:30 pm,
beginning September 11 – Join women of all ages for in-depth
study of the book of Acts. Register online: mvpctoday.org.

Orinda July 4th Parade, 8-11 am – The Outreach Team is looking
for 30 volunteers to serve as monitors along the parade route. It’s
a simple and fun way to get to know folks from our Lamorinda
community. Sign up with Erik Eck: erik.d.eck@gmail.com.
Job Opportunity – MVPC is looking for someone to coordinate
and/or prepare dinners following The 5. 8-10 hours during the
week and on Sunday evenings. There may be other church-wide
events during the year. Contact Nat Weber: x235; nweber@
mvpctoday.org.
2017-2018 Financial Update as of May 31, 2018 - We are
thankful to God for the continued generosity of our congregation;
however, we are behind in budgeted giving by $201,000. We
encourage you to pray about how you and your family may be
able to help underwrite the important ministries at MVPC here
and around the world.
Budgeted Giving
$1,935,000

Actual Giving
$1,734,000

Shortfall
$201,000

Change the Narrative
Let’s Play! MVPC mission partner Joni & Friends is looking for
teams of 10-12 people to plan and lead simple outdoor games
on a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday morning during Family
Camp, June 12-14 or July 10-12. You will work two 45-minute
sessions beginning at 10:30 am. This is a great opportunity
for Community Groups or groups of families; celebrate after
with a trip to the beach! For more information contact Martha
Erisman: x227; merisman@mvpctoday.org.
Balkans Trip, October 2-11 – MVPC mission partners Dimitrije
& Cveta Popadic of Protestant Theological Seminary will lead
a team of adults through Serbia, Macedonia and Thessoloniki,
Greece. Participants will visit places tourists normally wouldn’t
see and learn about the history, culture and ministry of the area.
Cost approx. $3,000/person, all inclusive. For information call
Bonnie & Greg Bjerre: 254.6513. Register online: mvpctoday.org.
Mission Champions – MVPC mission partner Kids Alive DR
needs a champion. We also need two more people to serve on
the Global Missions Team. For more information please contact
Mary Kaye Stephens (grammykaye@sbcglobal.net) or Martha
Erisman(merisman@mvpctoday.org).
Medicine Cabinet Overflowing? Any unneeded prescription
or over-the-counter meds in their original containers (blacken
patient and MD name) can be brought to the church office in
an opaque bag marked “Pat” to donate to our international
mission partners. Even if expired, Pat Thompson Togneri,
Pharm.D, will decide on their usefulness and/or dispose of
properly. Questions? Call Pat: 376-2698.
We are excited to welcome Tanner Roberts to
our staff as our Associate Director of Music &
Worship! Tanner grew up in Lafayette and is
a recent graduate of Westmont College. He’s
passionate about music and worship and is
extremely excited for his new role. Tanner will
be responsible for leadership of our student
worship bands and will be a regular presence
as a worship leader and musician for our Sunday services.

The Character You Possess
Matthew 5:1-12

Message Notes

Ruling Elders
The Nominating Committee for 2018 respectfully submits to the
congregation the following candidates to serve as Ruling Elders,
Class of 2021.

RON BUDDE

I came to faith through a very patient bride
who quietly lived out the gospel. My marriage
to Denae for the past 26 years has been
the best decision of my life second only to
accepting Jesus as my Lord and Savior. Our
three daughters grew up at MVPC through
the children’s and youth programs, with the
younger two going to Nurtury which brought us to MVPC in 2001.
I have previously served in running the 40 Days of Purpose churchwide lenten program, Elder, Mission Study Committee, Sunday
school teacher, Dad’s Adventure, Senior High water ski weekend
and Mexico trips. I would be honored to serve our local body of
Christ and seek the Spirit’s wisdom in all decisions.

PENNY GLOVER

As my husband Brad and I approach our 25th
wedding anniversary, we have often recounted
our spiritual and physical journey which brought
us to MVPC in approximately 2010. This journey
started at the small non-denominational church
of our upbringing and brought us from San
Diego’s North County through Lubbock, Texas;
Denver and Boulder, Colorado; Berkeley, Lafayette, and Solana
Beach, California; and then home to Moraga. Along our journey, we
discovered the Presbyterian Church and we grew from a family of
two to six, with children currently 9, 6, 4 and 4. At the same time, I
have continued to grow as an attorney who practices Education Law.
While I cherish Christian community and the life-long friendships I
have made through small groups and organizations such as Moms’
Council, Bible Study Fellowship, and Community Bible Study, it is a
daily challenge to find the right balance which places God first. I do
not believe this challenge is unique to me or my family, and I humbly
look forward to serving you as we prayerfully seek to grow closer to
God, to our families and to one another.

ROBERT HUDDLESTONE

SHANNON CEREGHINO

My husband David and I moved to Moraga in
2006 and have attended MVPC since. While
I am a ‘local,’ having grown up in Lafayette,
Hank Hagman introduced us to MVPC. After
finding our Moraga home, Hank took one look
at our growing family and correctly thought
Moms’ Council was a ‘don’t miss’ for me.
And once our twin boys completed our family of five, the MVPC
kids’ programs allowed us to attend services without rocking
and feeding cranky babies, a salve for weary souls and welcome
reprieve from the chaos of three kids under age three. Through
the years, I have participated in Moms’ Council, small groups,
taught Sunday School, served on the Mission Study Team that
created the mission document for our new pastor search and
on Nurtury Advisory Council; David served as a Deacon, taught
alongside me and enjoyed Mens’ Fraternity; and the kids, Catelyn,
Dylan and Giancarlo, have grown up with Nurtury, Sunday school,
VBS, Kingdom Kids and Quest. MVPC has provided me with good
friends, a community of believers to turn to in good times and bad
and, best of all, growth in my faith. I am honored to be nominated
to serve as an Elder. I welcome the joys and challenges of serving
and will work to prayerfully listen for God’s Word guiding MVPC
forward.

DAVE EVANS

Pastoral Staff
Rob Perkins, Dave Ricketts, Sam Fielder, Tommy Branagh
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga, CA 94556
Tel. 925.376.4800 • Fax. 925.376.3750 • www.mvpctoday.org
Office Hours 9:00 - 4:00 pm, Monday to Friday

I came to know Christ while in high school in
Sunnyvale. I met my wife Cheryl at UC Santa
Barbara where we were both active in campus
ministries. Cheryl worked as a math teacher
while I attended law school at UCLA, and
we joined a church in Burbank that became
a tremendous inspiration for our maturing
Christian walk. We were involved with several fellowship groups
including a Bible study we led in our home, and I became active in
the choir and worship ministries and served as an Elder. After almost
fifteen years and the birth of our children, Kelly and Michael, we
moved to the Bay Area, a homecoming for me and a leap of faith for
the rest of my family. Shortly after arriving in Moraga in 2008, we
found our way to MVPC, where we all have been blessed to be a part
of numerous ministries, make many deep friendships and see our
faith grow. I am humbled to be called as an Elder at MVPC and look
forward to serving this vibrant church for the sake of His Kingdom.

I was born and raised in the Lamorinda area
and grew up through MVPC’s youth ministry
programs. The love, care and mentorship of the
MVPC congregation formed and encouraged
the foundation of my faith. I attended Colorado
Christian University and finished with a degree
in Theology where the affect MVPC had on my
faith became even more apparent. Since returning to Lamorinda I
have had the opportunity to serve in Student Ministries through
Senior High, Quest and Mexico housebuilding trips. I am eternally
grateful for the impact this church has had on me and my family and
I look forward to being able to serve in the role of Elder.

GORDON LEWIS

I grew up in Redding, California. I met my wife
Lisa at University of the Pacific in Stockton, and
we married soon after graduation in 1975. We
have three adult children and six grandchildren.
I came to faith in Jesus Christ in 1984 when I
was 32 years old. As an agnostic with a scientific
background, I resisted the notion of faith. That
year I stumbled upon and read Evidence That Demands a Verdict by
Josh McDowell, and my perspective began to change. I was baptized
four years later. My faith journey has been one of many twists, turns,
ups and downs while steadily moving forward towards the goal in
Christ Jesus. In 1995 Lisa and I moved to Moraga from Los Altos and
started attending MVPC a year later. We were called to give to the
Opening the Door to the Future campaign in 1997 and my growth
as a Christian began to accelerate. From 2000 to 2007 I served as a
Student Ministries leader and leader of the Amor/Mexico mission
trip while also coaching Frosh Football at Campolindo High School.
I served as an Elder from 2003-2006, and in 2005 led the first
Senior Pastoral Accountability and Support Team (“PAST”). In 2007
I served briefly as Interim Director of Adult Discipleship & Mission.
My ‘career’ at MVPC came to an abrupt end when I took a CEO
position at a potato processing company in Idaho Falls. However,
I was grateful to be able to remotely participate in all three Men’s
Fraternity programs. We retired to Novato at the end of 2013 to be
close to our oldest son and two of our grandchildren. Last summer
we realized that we missed Moraga and the MVPC community a great
deal, and decided to move back home. I have purposefully, quietly
and prayerfully awaited a calling. It is an honor to be nominated to
serve again in truth and grace according to God’s call as an Elder.

Board of Deacons
The Nominating Committee for 2018 respectfully submits to the
congregation the following candidates to serve on the Board of
Deacons, Class of 2021.
CATHY AHR
A sixth generation Californian, I moved
with my family from Southern California
to Moraga when I was six years old. My
grandmother was a woman of tremendous
faith and a powerful influence on my life.
After my husband Mike and I settled in
Lafayette and became parents to our three
children—Carolyn, Andrew and Madelyn—we decided to attend
MVPC for its wonderful children’s ministries. We were very
happy here, but we were “irregular visitors.” About twelve years
ago, I heeded the Lord’s steady tugging at my heart to grow
deeper in faith. I pulled Grandma’s marked-up King James Bible
out of a closet and carefully read it cover-to-cover. I had a new
best friend. And when we finally joined as members of the MVPC
family, we had a real spiritual home. Both came in handy during
my two-year battle with cancer. Over the years, my life has been
especially enriched by Women of the Word (WOW) Bible study,
At His Feet and over two decades of teaching at VBS (often with
our younger daughter). I humbly pray that God will use me to
be a blessing to my brothers and sisters in Christ, as they have
been to me.
SANDY BUSBOOM
My husband Larry and I have been active
members of MVPC for 24 years. Our
daughter Kara lives in Alamo with her family.
Our son Kurt and his family live in the Dallas/
Fort Worth area. I am very close to all our
grandchildren and love sharing my faith with
them. I appreciate the many opportunities I
have had to grow spiritually at MVPC and enjoy serving and the
amazing fellowship here. I have been very involved in Quest and
Senior High and have served on the Board of Deacons and on
the Nominating Committee. Currently, I am a leader in Moms’
Council and a member of two small community Bible study
groups. I am humbled to be nominated to serve our Lord Jesus
Christ as a Deacon to our church family.
LORIE FORSHAY
I was born and raised in New Jersey and was
brought up in the First Reformed Church. My
husband Steve and I have been married for
28 years and are the proud parents of Alexa
(San Diego) and Amanda (Seattle). We moved
to California in 1982, landing in Alameda
before moving to Moraga in 1990. I started
attending MVPC immediately and became a member in 1993.
Joining MVPC has kept me active over the years, having taught
Sunday School, Kingdom Kids and VBS, along with being an
active participant in Women’s Bible Study, Moms’ Council, Bethel
classes and currently my small Bible study. Thank you for asking
me to serve as a Deacon at MVPC. I have put my faith in God to
serve you in His name.
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JAMIE FRANKENFIELD
I joined MVPC in 2013 when we moved to
Moraga and lived just below the Church.
I grew up in a large Mennonite family in
Eastern Pennsylvania and was baptized in
the Mennonite USA church when I was 14.
Prior to attending MVPC I was a member of
Covenant Community Methodist Church in
Singapore. I worked in Pharma and Biotech Quality Assurance in
China, Singapore and Japan prior to recently becoming a stay-athome Dad and switching working roles with my wife Carole. We
have two daughters, Kate, who attends Diablo Valley College, and
Leah, who will start at Campolindo High School in the fall. I enjoy
attending Men’s Bible Study and singing in the choir and value
the relationships formed through participating in these ministries.

LISE TONG
I was born and grew up in San Francisco. My
husband Bob and I met at UC Berkeley School
of Optometry and we practiced together for
30 years in Lafayette. We have two adult
children, Jacob and Kelsey. Our family was
initially drawn to MVPC through the children’s
programs and Bob and I became members in
1999. We have participated in various church-sponsored services
including Mexico trips, Boy Scout Troop 212 and respectively, as
an Elder and Deacon. I feel honored and blessed to be called to
serve God, our church family and community.

RANDI PINES
Originally from New Jersey, I ventured out to
California after college graduation. I met my
husband Larry, a native New Yorker, shortly
after arrival. Married for the past 35 years, we
have four grown children—Justin, Tyler, Colby
and Molly—who now live in every time zone
across the country. I started coming to MVPC
when my two oldest were in high school and am so grateful for
the foundation MVPC has provided all of them through Senior
High and the Mexico mission trips and for cultivating within them
a love of God’s Word. Although I have attended MVPC for many
years, I became a member two years ago after serving in Moms’
Council, VBS and as a leader in Mexico. Through walking alongside
people in different ages and stages of their faith journey, I have
been enriched and supported in my own faith and have developed
a deep love for my church family. I appreciate the prayers, support
and encouragement of so many during recent critical times in my
family, and know firsthand what it is like to experience the love of
Christ through His people. It is with true gratitude to God for his
goodness and grace that I look forward to pouring this love back
on His family.

ELAINE SCHILLING
I was born in Hawaii and grew up attending
non-denominational Protestant services on
Army posts around the world. My father
always volunteered to be our youth group
leader and we were also active in choir,
Sunday school and local service projects.
Careers brought my family to the Bay Area
and I recently retired after 25+ years of teaching at San Francisco
State University. My husband Spencer and I have been MVPC
members since the early 90s, and our son James attended
Nurtury and youth programs here. I’ve served as a Moms’ Council
leader and prayer team member, taught Sunday school and sung
with the seasonal choir. I was drawn to MVPC after reading an
article about the Mexico housebuilding trips and hearing about
the wonderful women’s ministry, Moms’ Council. Through
MVPC I have found a strong faith-based, supportive community
and am grateful for the opportunity to serve as a Deacon.

DEIDRE WILEY
My family and I started attending MVPC when
we moved to Moraga eight years ago. We
where thrilled to find a church that was so
similar to the one we left in Alabama. My
husband, Jim, and I have three children. Our
oldest, Hayden, was in college in Alabama
when we moved to California. Our two
younger children, Jackson and Emma, became very involved in the
youth programs. I became involved in Mom’s Council, Women’s
Bible Study as well as a community group. I have also taught in
Promiseland and love helping with hospitality for VBS. Jim served
as a Deacon and is currently an Elder. I look forward to serving
MVPC as a Deacon.

Members-at-Large
The Nominating Committee for 2018 respectfully submits to the
congregation the following candidates to serve on the 2019
Nominating Committee as Members-at-Large.
ANDREW BRANAGH
I joined MVPC in 2010 and have been active
for many years in Children’s Ministries
and Student Ministries. Currently I am
an Adult Leader for Senior High.
My
wife Anne and I, have two children, Mark
and Lauren, and together we have led a
group to the DR for Kid’s Alive. I am also
a member of the Stewardship Committee. My mother, Lyn
Branagh, is also a member of MVPC. I love sports and the Lord!
BILL GRUBBS
My wife Cheryl and I became members
twenty-two years ago. We were drawn to
MVPC by the strong biblical teaching, the
Christ-centered fellowship, the incredible
children’s and teen programs and the
multi-generational mentoring that occurs
naturally within our church. Each of our three
children—Andy, Hannah and Will—have come
to know and serve Jesus through the ministries of this church and
we couldn’t be more grateful for the role of MVPC in their lives.
Since becoming members, we have served in Soulmates, Small
Group Ministries, both Men’s and Women’s Bible study, Pastoral
Search Committees, Session, and Mexico Leadership. Currently, I
serve on the Stewardship Committee. It is an honor to serve as
an At-Large Member on the Nominating Committee and I look
forward to using the gifts God has given me for this purpose.
KIKA GRUPE
My husband Andrew and I joined MVPC in
2002 when we moved to Orinda. Over the
years I have been involved in many different
ministries from Senior High to serving as
an Elder on Session and many different
committes. We have called MVPC our home
and this church community has helped us
raise our three kids. I have been part of
Nurtury Preschool for 16 years both as a teacher, board member
and currently I am the coordinator for the afternoon program. I
am honored to serve as a member of the Nominating Committee
in 2019.
GWEN LUNDMARK
Al and I joined MVPC in 1989. I have loved
my past participation teaching Jr High Sunday
school, Pastor Nominating Committee, Mexico
cook; currently I usher, arrange flowers and
am involved with a community group. I retired
as an Administrative Assistant for Reid Racing
and enjoy gardening and traveling. We have
two sons and two grandgirls (my huge joy!). I’m looking forward
to this important calling of nominating Elders and Deacons.

