January 6, 2019

9:30 am

“My comfort in my suffering is this:
Your promise preserves my life.”
Psalm 119:50
Please feel free to sit or stand
as we worship through song.

Thank You Lord
Who You Say I Am
Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon
#669 God Of Grace And God Of Glory
Blessing and Sending of Children

Students and Children 1st – 8th grade may go to their classes

Opportunities to Give, Gather, & Go
Offering - Stand In Your Love

Please sign and pass the registration pad down your pew

Scripture Reading: James 1:1-11
Message: “Facing Trouble”
Pastor Rob Perkins
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper
O Lord, I Am Not Worthy
O Come To The Altar
It Is Well With My Soul
Blessing
Pastoral Staff
Rob Perkins, Dave Ricketts, Sam Fielder, Tommy Branagh
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga, CA 94556
Tel. 925.376.4800 • Fax. 925.376.3750 • mvpctoday.org
Office Hours 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday to Friday
Sunday Services: 9:30 am and 5 pm

Postlude - Toccata in d by Buxtehude
Need prayer this morning?

Come to one of the prayer corners at the front of the Sanctuary.

@MVPCtoday

Faith That works

Happy New Year!
We’re so glad you’re here! Whatever your background,
wherever you are on your spiritual journey, and no matter
what questions and concerns you may have, there’s
something for you at MVPC. Stop by the Welcome Center
on the courtyard after the service. We’d love to meet you and
share more about our church. You can also visit us online:
mvpctoday.org.
During this service we will observe communion. Jesus
Christ provided this sacrament as a way for His followers to
remember and renew our faith in Him. The bread recalls His
body, given for us, and the cup recalls His blood, shed for
the forgiveness of our sins. If you honor Jesus as your Savior,
we invite you to receive communion. Please come forward
when an usher dismisses your row. At the front, take a piece
of bread and dip it into the cup. You may eat as soon as you
are served. A gluten-free station is available.

Leading in Worship: Rob Perkins, Senior Pastor; Sam Fielder,
Associate Pastor for Young Families; Mike Loretto, Minister of Music
and Worship; Tanner Roberts, Associate Director of Music and
Worship; Irene Jai, Reader
You’re Invited – Next Sunday, January 13, Pastor Dave Ricketts
will continue the Winter 2019 sermon series from the book of
James, Faith that Works.

Facing Trouble

James 1:1-11

2019 Bible Reading Challenge – Read the Bible with us in
2019! A reading plan and companion guide are available
online and in the Narthex: mvpctoday.org.

Message Notes

MVPC Elementary Kids, Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm – “His divine
power has given us everything we need for a godly life” (2 Peter 1:3a).
During January, 1st-5th graders will focus on self-control, choosing
to do what you should even when you don’t want to. We will
look at the life and wise words of Solomon to remind kids how
to keep their cool, why their words are important and how to
know when to stop. Elementary children begin in the service.
Women’s Winter Bible Study, Saturdays, January 12-March 2,
10 am-noon – Learn to recognize God’s character, language, and
tone of voice as you spend time in His Word and understand the
role of the Holy Spirit during this video-led study with Priscilla
Shirer, Discerning the Voice of God. Cost: $25; register online:
mvpctoday.org.
At His Feet, two Saturdays a month, 9:30-11:30 am, beginning
January 12 – Start the New Year well as we worship, pray and
study the life of Abraham, called a friend of God. We will learn to
hear and follow God as this father of our faith did. High school
students and adults are welcome. For childcare needs, contact the
church office. Fireside Room.

AA meetings, Sundays, 5-6pm and Thursdays, 6-7pm –
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings at MVPC are small and
newcomer-friendly, open to anyone who wants to do something
about their drinking problem. Music Center / FMC212.
Stephen Ministry – Friendly, confidential Stephen Ministers are
available to listen, pray or help you through a difficult time in
your life. For more information, contact Bev Matthews (2837762) or Mary Kaye Stephens (grammykaye@sbcglobal.net).
LivingPeace. Peacemaker Ministries coaches provide conflict
coaching and mediation, using biblical principles to guide
your relationships at home, work and in your neighborhoods.
Contact Kristen Maloney (963-8870) or Kathryn Badalich
(kathrynb@comcast.net).
Intersections, Sundays at 8:30 am, – On January 13, Intersections
will begin a new series: “Like a Good Neighbor.”
RAMs (Retired Active Members), January 9, 8 am – Please join
us for breakfast and a presentation by Dean Schumacher.
Together in Prayer – Please pray for the people listed here
and ask the Lord how He might invite you to care for them:
Healing: Mat Terry; Chris Edwards; Sarah D. Williams
Grieving: Ostrander Family upon the death of Mary at age
104. A memorial service will be held here on January 19
at 11 am; Spencer Larson & Family upon the death of his
mother
Welcome! Roark and Ryland Parsons born on November 17
to parents Carly and Luke Parsons and grandparents Terry
and David Sylvester

Budgeted Giving

Actual Giving

Shortfall

$963,000

$789,000

$174,000

Living the Truth of God’s Word
• Describe a time when you experienced joy in trials.
• When have you seen perseverance grow you in faithful
maturity?
• What does it look like to confidently and without doubt ask
God for wisdom?
• How do you keep yourself from doubting, especially when
you encounter trials?
• How do you know if something qualifies as “wisdom from
God”?
• What is God saying to you through this passage, and what
will you do about it?
• For those participating in the Every Day Challenge: What
did you learn from your Bible reading this week and how
did you apply it in your life?

Giving in December was significant at $344,000, but still
below our target of $432,000 putting our year-to-date shortfall
at $174,000. Please pray about how you can participate
to keep MVPC financially strong. Thank you to everyone
who made a pledge to MVPC for 2019. We have received
approximately $1,413,000 in pledges! If you have not yet
returned your 2019 Pledge Card, please mail it to the office
or bring it with you to worship next Sunday. Alternate giving
opportunities are possible by donating appreciated stock
that may have significant tax advantages or by credit card. If
you have questions please contact John Greenblatt (x232) or
Nat Weber (x235).

Praying Together
• Ask God for wisdom and thank Him for giving it generously.
When will MVPC programs resume?
Children –

Mexico Registration Now Open! March 30-April 6 – Come
build hope in Mexico. The trip is open to high school students
through adults. Information meetings: Wednesdays, January 9
and February 6, 7pm, Fireside Room. Pastor Dave will describe
the trip and answer all your questions, whether you are an adult
planning to attend the trip or a parent registering a student. Visit
the Mexico webpage for more information and registration:
mvpctoday.org.
2019 Mission Trips – Start praying about whether God will call
you on a service trip next summer to Kids Alive Peru (June 29July 6) or Dominican Republic (July 6-13 and July 13-20). More
info coming soon!

Connect with One Another
• Name someone you know who is wise, and why you
describe them as such.
Study God’s Word
Read aloud James 1:1-11.
• What should be our attitude towards trials, and why?
• What happens when you ask God for wisdom (vv5-8)?
• How does James describe God, and how does that add
to your understanding of Him?
• How can “humble circumstances” actually be a “high
position” (v9)? Explain James’s counter-cultural assertion
in vv9-11.
• How does this passage describe human existence? What
encouragement can it offer?

Financial Update for September-December 2018:
Kingdom Kids Carnival, Tuesday, January 8, 3:15-4:45 pm –
Our afterschool program for 1st thru 5th graders will kick off the
new year with the annual carnival. Register online for the winter/
spring session of “How to be a Super Hero”: mvpctoday.org.

Faith That Works

Week 1 – Facing Trouble

Sunday classes run simultaneously with worship services.
Kingdom Kids resumes Tuesday, January 8.
Students –
Senior High Fellowship resumes Wednesday, January 9.
Quest middle school ministry resumes Thursday, Jan 10.
Adults –
Women of the Word resumes Tuesday, January 8.
Moms’ Council resumes Thursday, January 10.
At His Feet resumes Saturday, January 12.
Winter Women’s Bible Study begins Saturday, January 12.
Christianity Explored begins Thursday, February 21.

Family Share Questions
Use these questions to reflect on James 1:2-5 individually and
with your family.
• What challenges have you faced?
• How can God help you face life’s challenges?
• Ask God to help you know and do the right things.

January 6, 2019

5 pm

“My comfort in my suffering is this:
Your promise preserves my life.”
Psalm 119:50

Welcome to The 5
GATHER to WORSHIP
Come as you are. Make yourself at home.
Get ready to meet God.

COMMUNITY LIFE
Visit mvpctoday.org to learn
how you can belong

THE WORD
“Facing Trouble”
James 1:1-11
Pastor Rob Perkins

OUR RESPONSE
COMMUNION
All who confess Jesus as Lord and Savior may participate
Please come to one of the stations whenever you are ready
Gluten-free bread is offered at the rear station

OFFERING
Please bring your gifts to the Lord to one of the
Offering Boxes at the front or rear

PRAYER
Pastoral Staff
Rob Perkins, Dave Ricketts, Sam Fielder, Tommy Branagh
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga, CA 94556
Tel. 925.376.4800 • Fax. 925.376.3750 • mvpctoday.org
Office Hours 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday to Friday
Sunday Services: 9:30 am and 5 pm

A member of our Prayer Team will be in the back
if you would like prayer
Feedback, questions and thoughts: #mvpcthe5

@MVPCtoday

Faith That works

Happy New Year!
We’re so glad you’re here! Whatever your background,
wherever you are on your spiritual journey, and no matter
what questions and concerns you may have, there’s
something for you at MVPC. Stop by the Welcome Center
on the courtyard after the service. We’d love to meet you and
share more about our church. You can also visit us online:
mvpctoday.org.

Leading in Worship: Rob Perkins, Senior Pastor; Sam Fielder,
Associate Pastor for Young Families; Tommy Branagh, Assistant
Pastor for Student Ministries; Mike Loretto, Minister of Music and
Worship; Tanner Roberts, Associate Director of Music and Worship
You’re Invited – Next Sunday, January 13, Pastor Dave Ricketts
will continue the Winter 2019 sermon series from the book of
James, Faith that Works.

Kingdom Kids Carnival, Tuesday, January 8, 3:15-4:45 pm –
Our afterschool program for 1st thru 5th graders will kick off the
new year with the annual carnival. Register online for the winter/
spring session of “How to be a Super Hero”: mvpctoday.org.
AA meetings, Sundays, 5-6pm and Thursdays, 6-7pm –
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings at MVPC are small and
newcomer-friendly, open to anyone who wants to do something
about their drinking problem. Music Center (Sundays) and
FMC212 (Thursdays).
Stephen Ministry – Friendly, confidential Stephen Ministers are
available to listen, pray or help you through a difficult time in
your life. For more information, contact Bev Matthews (2837762) or Mary Kaye Stephens (grammykaye@sbcglobal.net).
LivingPeace. Peacemaker Ministries coaches provide conflict
coaching and mediation, using biblical principles to guide
your relationships at home, work and in your neighborhoods.
Contact Kristen Maloney (963-8870) or Kathryn Badalich
(kathrynb@comcast.net).
Intersections, Sundays at 8:30 am, – On January 13, Intersections
will begin a new series: “Like a Good Neighbor.”

Facing Trouble

James 1:1-11

2019 Bible Reading Challenge – Read the Bible with us in
2019! A reading plan and companion guide are available
online and in the Narthex: mvpctoday.org.

Message Notes

MVPC Elementary Kids, Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm – “His divine
power has given us everything we need for a godly life” (2 Peter 1:3a).
During January, 1st-5th graders will focus on self-control, choosing
to do what you should even when you don’t want to. We will
look at the life and wise words of Solomon to remind kids how
to keep their cool, why their words are important and how to
know when to stop. Elementary children begin in the service.

At His Feet, two Saturdays a month, 9:30-11:30 am, beginning
January 12 – Start the New Year well as we worship, pray and
study the life of Abraham, called a friend of God. We will learn to
hear and follow God as this father of our faith did. High school
students and adults are welcome. For childcare needs, contact the
church office. Fireside Room.

Living the Truth of God’s Word
• Describe a time when you experienced joy in trials.
• When have you seen perseverance grow you in faithful
maturity?
• What does it look like to confidently and without doubt ask
God for wisdom?
• How do you keep yourself from doubting, especially when
you encounter trials?
• How do you know if something qualifies as “wisdom from
God”?
• What is God saying to you through this passage, and what
will you do about it?
• For those participating in the Every Day Challenge: What
did you learn from your Bible reading this week and how
did you apply it in your life?

Financial Update for September-December 2018:
Actual Giving

Shortfall

$963,000

$789,000

$174,000

Giving in December was significant at $344,000, but still
below our target of $432,000 putting our year-to-date shortfall
at $174,000. Please pray about how you can participate
to keep MVPC financially strong. Thank you to everyone
who made a pledge to MVPC for 2019. We have received
approximately $1,413,000 in pledges! If you have not yet
returned your 2019 Pledge Card, please mail it to the office
or bring it with you to worship next Sunday. Alternate giving
opportunities are possible by donating appreciated stock
that may have significant tax advantages or by credit card. If
you have questions please contact John Greenblatt (x232) or
Nat Weber (x235).

RAMs (Retired Active Members), January 9, 8 am – Please join
us for breakfast and a presentation by Dean Schumacher.

Praying Together
• Ask God for wisdom and thank Him for giving it generously.
When will MVPC programs resume?
Children –

Together in Prayer – Please pray for the people listed here
and ask the Lord how He might invite you to care for them:
Healing: Mat Terry; Chris Edwards; Sarah D. Williams
Grieving: Ostrander Family upon the death of Mary at age
104. A memorial service will be held here on January 19
at 11 am; Spencer Larson & Family upon the death of his
mother
Welcome! Roark and Ryland Parsons born on November 17
to parents Carly and Luke Parsons and grandparents Terry
and David Sylvester

Mexico Registration Now Open! March 30-April 6 – Come
build hope in Mexico. The trip is open to high school students
through adults. Information meetings: Wednesdays, January 9
and February 6, 7pm, Fireside Room. Pastor Dave will describe
the trip and answer all your questions, whether you are an adult
planning to attend the trip or a parent registering a student. Visit
the Mexico webpage for more information and registration:
mvpctoday.org.

If you would like your name to appear here, or if you or a
loved one are sick and would like prayer with the Elders, please
designate it on your Prayer and Care card located in the pew
or contact Valerie Bigelow; x223; vbigelow@mvpctoday.org.

2019 Mission Trips – Start praying about whether God will call
you on a service trip next summer to Kids Alive Peru (June 29July 6) or Dominican Republic (July 6-13 and July 13-20). More
info coming soon!

Connect with One Another
• Name someone you know who is wise, and why you
describe them as such.
Study God’s Word
Read aloud James 1:1-11.
• What should be our attitude towards trials, and why?
• What happens when you ask God for wisdom (vv5-8)?
• How does James describe God, and how does that add
to your understanding of Him?
• How can “humble circumstances” actually be a “high
position” (v9)? Explain James’s counter-cultural assertion
in vv9-11.
• How does this passage describe human existence? What
encouragement can it offer?

Women’s Winter Bible Study, Saturdays, January 12-March 2,
10 am-noon – Learn to recognize God’s character, language, and
tone of voice as you spend time in His Word and understand the
role of the Holy Spirit during this video-led study with Priscilla
Shirer, Discerning the Voice of God. Cost: $25; register online:
mvpctoday.org.

Budgeted Giving

Faith That Works

Week 1 – Facing Trouble

Sunday classes run simultaneously with worship services.
Kingdom Kids resumes Tuesday, January 8.
Students –
Senior High Fellowship resumes Wednesday, January 9.
Quest middle school ministry resumes Thursday, Jan 10.
Adults –
Women of the Word resumes Tuesday, January 8.
Moms’ Council resumes Thursday, January 10.
At His Feet resumes Saturday, January 12.
Winter Women’s Bible Study begins Saturday, January 12.
Christianity Explored begins Thursday, February 21.

Family Share Questions
Use these questions to reflect on James 1:2-5 individually and
with your family.
• What challenges have you faced?
• How can God help you face life’s challenges?
• Ask God to help you know and do the right things.

