February 10, 2019

9:30 am

You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
Psalm 51:6
Please feel free to sit or stand as we worship through song.

Welcome and Call to Worship
The Lion And The Lamb
Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon
Nothing But The Blood
The Sacrament of Baptism
Lucas Breul and Luca Scapinelli
Manifesto
Faith Story: Owen Lekki
Time for Young Disciples
Faith Story: Emma Smith
Confirmation
Offering - This I Believe

Please sign and pass the registration pad down your pew

Faith Story: Will Weaver
Scripture Reading: James 3:13-4:3
Message: “Practicing Wisdom”
Pastor Tommy Branagh
Be Thou My Vision
Opportunities to Give, Gather, & Go
Blessing
Pastoral Staff
Rob Perkins, Dave Ricketts, Sam Fielder, Tommy Branagh

Postlude - Air and Variations from Suite No. 5

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga, CA 94556
Tel. 925.376.4800 • Fax. 925.376.3750 • mvpctoday.org
Office Hours 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday to Friday
Sunday Services: 9:30 am and 5 pm

Come to one of the prayer corners at the front of the Sanctuary.

Need prayer this morning?

@MVPCtoday

Welcome to MVPC!
We’re so glad you’re here! Whatever your background,
wherever you are on your spiritual journey, and no matter
what questions and concerns you may have, there’s
something for you at MVPC. Stop by the Welcome Center
on the courtyard after the service. We’d love to meet you and
share more about our church. You can also visit us online:
mvpctoday.org.
Today is a special day in the life of our congregation,
Confirmation Sunday, when we support our high school
students in this rite of passage as they confirm their faith and
baptism and join the church as members. Congratulations,
Confirmation Students: Lauren Brewer, Lucas Breul, Owen
Lekki, Maddie McCormick, Nathan Pearce, Sam Rack, Luca
Scapinelli, Joey Schmidt, Emma Smith and Will Weaver.
TODAY
Family Ties, Sundays, 11-11:45 am – It Starts at Home: Learn
to Confidently Teach Your Kids About God. Join Family Ties as
we explore tangible ways adults can build a legacy of faith for
their children and grandchildren. Meets February 10 & 24,
March 10 & 24 and April 14. Class held in FMC213; childcare
for elementary students in FMC211-212, for 2-K in FMC112,
and infants/toddlers in the nursery.
The Ones, February 10 & 24 following the 9:30 am service
– Those who find themselves alone are invited for lunch at
Town Bakery in Moraga. Please no children. RSVP with Mary
Kaye Stephens: 381-1458.

Leading in Worship: Rob Perkins, Senior Pastor; Dave Ricketts,
Associate Pastor for Outreach and Discipleship; Sam Fielder, Associate
Pastor for Young Families; Tommy Branagh, Assistant Pastor for
Student Ministries; Mike Loretto, Minister of Music and Worship;
Tanner Roberts, Associate Director of Music and Worship; Sally
Breul, Reader
You’re Invited – Next Sunday, February 17, Pastor Rob will
continue the Winter 2019 sermon series from the book of James,
Faith that Works.
Sing to the Lord – Choir rehearsals begin Thursday, February
21 at 7 pm for the Maundy Thursday (4/18) and Easter (4/21)
services. These two beautiful services are highlights of the
worship life of the church, and the choir plays a crucial role
in their leadership. Questions? Contact Mike Loretto: x226;
mloretto@mvpctoday.org.
MVPC Officer Nominations – The Nominating Committee
invites you to recommend individuals who have been a
Christian and active MVPC member for at least two years to serve
as Elder or Deacon in the Class of 2019. A nomination form is
available in the Narthex and will be due March 24.

RAMs (Retired Active Members), February 13, 8 am – Please
join us for breakfast and a talk by Craig Walker of the Moraga
Police Dept. on elder abuse and scams. Everyone is welcome!
Fellowship Hall.
Nurtury Summer Camp – Online Registration opens
Wednesday, February 20, 10 am – Register your preschoolers
(open to all children 2yrs-TK) for 1-6 weeks of fun-themed
Nurtury Summer Camp. For more information and online
registration, visit Nurtury’s website: thenurturypreschool.com.

Faith That Works

Faith That Works

Together in Prayer – Please pray for the people listed here and
ask the Lord how He might invite you to care for them:
Healing: Sarah D. Williams
Grieving: Tom Engberg and Family upon the death of his
mother; Joyce Prindle and Family upon the death of her
husband, Bob, whose memorial service will be held here on
Wednesday, February 13 at 2 pm; Bonnie Bjerre upon the
death of her brother, Bruce Bishop
Welcome! Davis Luker to parents Bryan and Julie Luker and
big brother Weston on January 12

Week 6 – Practicing Wisdom

Practicing Wisdom

James 3:13-4:3

Connect with One Another
• Describe your vision of ‘a good life.’

Message Notes

Study God’s Word
Read aloud James 3:13-18.
• What is the connection between wisdom and understanding
and deeds done in humility (v13)?
• Describe ‘false’ wisdom (vv14-16).
• Why do “bitter envy and selfish ambition” preclude true
wisdom?
• Describe “the wisdom that comes from heaven” (vv17-18).

MVPC Elementary Kids, Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm – “Jesus sat
down and called for the 12 disciples to come to Him. Then He
said, ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last. They
must be the servant of everyone’” (Mark 9:35). During February,
1st-5th graders will focus on service. Elementary children begin
in the service.
Nurtury Preschool Open House and Registration – Early
registration for MVPC members, alumni and currently enrolled
children and their siblings opens Wednesday, February 13 at
8:45 am. New families who attend Open House on Monday,
February 25 at 9:30 am will receive priority registration; childcare
for Open House available by reservation on our website:
thenurturypreschool.com. Open Registration begins Wednesday,
March 6 at 8:45 am. Questions? Contact Nurtury: 388-0086;
nurtury@mvpctoday.org.

Living the Truth of God’s Word
• Practically, how do you tell the difference between false
and heavenly wisdom?
• Is all ambition selfish? Why or why not?
• How is James’s idea of a good life like/different from ‘the
good life’ in common vernacular?
• Discuss: Peace at any price is not peace.
• How do you know if you are—or someone is—a wise
peacemaker?
• What has peacemaking looked like in your experience?
• How might Psalm 34:14 be a fitting summary of James’s
argument in this passage?
• What is God saying to you through this passage, and what
will you do about it?
• For those participating in the Every Day Challenge: What
did you learn from your Bible reading this week and how
did you apply it in your life?

2019 Bible Reading Challenge – It’s never too late to start reading
the Bible daily! A reading plan and companion guide are available
online and in the Narthex: mvpctoday.org.

Job Opportunity: Community Life Coordinator – MVPC is looking
for someone to work 15-20 hours/week with Pastor Dave to focus
on Community Groups and Sunday Welcome ministries. For more
information, contact Pastor Dave: x281; dricketts@mvpctoday.org.
Job Opportunity: Missions Coordinator – MVPC is looking for
someone to support the Global Ministries Team and coordinate
service days and missions trips, 15 hours/week. For more
information, contact Pastor Dave: x281; dricketts@mvpctoday.org.

Praying Together
• Read James 1:5, then confidently ask the Prince of
Peace to help you grow in peace.

Project Peace Day of Service, Saturday, March 2, 9 am-noon –
Serve alongside our church family and local mission partners.
More information and registration online: mvpctoday.org.
Come Build Hope in Mexico! March 30-April 6 – Don’t miss
out…registration is almost full! Mandatory Teamwork Night for
all participants will be Wednesday, February 27 at 7 pm. Visit
the Mexico webpage for more information and registration:
mvpctoday.org.
2019 Service Trips – Want to learn more about what God is
doing with MVPC mission partners as you serve alongside them?
Information and applications for trips to serve with Kids Alive
Dominican Republic (July 6-13 or July 13-20), Joni and Friends
(Santa Cruz, CA, June 10-14 or July 8-12) and YoungLives Teen
Mom Camp (Challenge, CA, July 12-16) are on our website:
mvpctoday.org.

Financial Update for September-December 2018:
Budgeted Giving

Actual Giving

Shortfall

$1,118,000

$1,099,000

$19,000

The Great News Continues! We exceeded our January goal
by $59,000. That further reduced our shortfall to $19,000.
Priase God and thank you for your generosity! Please pray
about how you can participate to keep MVPC financially
strong. Alternate giving opportunities are possible by
donating appreciated stock that may have significant tax
advantages or by credit card. If you have questions please
contact John Greenblatt (x232) or Nat Weber (x235).

Family Share Questions
Use these questions to reflect on James 3:17-18 individually and
with your family.
• Who or what has helped you make peace with someone
after a disagreement?
• What can you do to become more peace-loving?
• Ask God to help you be a peacemaker.

February 10, 2019

5 pm

You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
Psalm 51:6

Welcome to The 5
GATHER to WORSHIP
Come as you are. Make yourself at home.
Get ready to meet God.

COMMUNITY LIFE
Visit mvpctoday.org to learn
how you can belong

THE WORD
“Practicing Wisdom”
James 3:13-4:3
Pastor Tommy Branagh

OUR RESPONSE
COMMUNION
All who confess Jesus as Lord and Savior may participate
Please come to one of the stations whenever you are ready
Gluten-free bread is offered at the rear station

OFFERING
Please bring your gifts to the Lord to one of the
Offering Boxes at the front or rear

PRAYER
A member of our Prayer Team will be in the back
if you would like prayer
Pastoral Staff
Rob Perkins, Dave Ricketts, Sam Fielder, Tommy Branagh
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga, CA 94556
Tel. 925.376.4800 • Fax. 925.376.3750 • mvpctoday.org
Office Hours 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday to Friday
Sunday Services: 9:30 am and 5 pm

Feedback, questions and thoughts: #mvpcthe5

@MVPCtoday

Welcome to MVPC!
We’re so glad you’re here! Whatever your background,
wherever you are on your spiritual journey, and no matter
what questions and concerns you may have, there’s
something for you at MVPC. Stop by the Welcome Center
on the courtyard after the service. We’d love to meet you and
share more about our church. You can also visit us online:
mvpctoday.org.
Today is a special day in the life of our congregation,
Confirmation Sunday, when we support our high school
students in this rite of passage as they confirm their faith and
baptism and join the church as members. Congratulations,
Confirmation Students: Lauren Brewer, Lucas Breul, Owen
Lekki, Maddie McCormick, Nathan Pearce, Sam Rack, Luca
Scapinelli, Joey Schmidt, Emma Smith and Will Weaver.

Leading in Worship: Dave Ricketts, Associate Pastor for Outreach
and Discipleship; Tommy Branagh, Assistant Pastor for Student
Ministries; Mike Loretto, Minister of Music and Worship; Tanner
Roberts, Associate Director of Music and Worship
You’re Invited – Next Sunday, February 17, Pastor Rob will
continue the Winter 2019 sermon series from the book of James,
Faith that Works.
Sing to the Lord – Choir rehearsals begin Thursday, February
21 at 7 pm for the Maundy Thursday (4/18) and Easter (4/21)
services. These two beautiful services are highlights of the
worship life of the church, and the choir plays a crucial role
in their leadership. Questions? Contact Mike Loretto: x226;
mloretto@mvpctoday.org.
MVPC Officer Nominations – The Nominating Committee
invites you to recommend individuals who have been a
Christian and active MVPC member for at least two years to serve
as Elder or Deacon in the Class of 2019. A nomination form is
available in the Narthex and will be due March 24.

Faith That Works

Faith That Works

Together in Prayer – Please pray for the people listed here and
ask the Lord how He might invite you to care for them:
Healing: Sarah D. Williams
Grieving: Tom Engberg and Family upon the death of his
mother; Joyce Prindle and Family upon the death of her
husband, Bob, whose memorial service will be held here on
Wednesday, February 13 at 2 pm; Bonnie Bjerre upon the
death of her brother, Bruce Bishop
Welcome! Davis Luker to parents Bryan and Julie Luker and
big brother Weston on January 12

Week 6 – Practicing Wisdom

Practicing Wisdom

James 3:13-4:3

Connect with One Another
• Describe your vision of ‘a good life.’

Message Notes

Study God’s Word
Read aloud James 3:13-18.
• What is the connection between wisdom and understanding
and deeds done in humility (v13)?
• Describe ‘false’ wisdom (vv14-16).
• Why do “bitter envy and selfish ambition” preclude true
wisdom?
• Describe “the wisdom that comes from heaven” (vv17-18).

MVPC Elementary Kids, Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm – “Jesus sat
down and called for the 12 disciples to come to Him. Then He
said, ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last. They
must be the servant of everyone’” (Mark 9:35). During February,
1st-5th graders will focus on service. Elementary children begin
in the service.
Nurtury Preschool Open House and Registration – Early
registration for MVPC members, alumni and currently enrolled
children and their siblings opens Wednesday, February 13 at
8:45 am. New families who attend Open House on Monday,
February 25 at 9:30 am will receive priority registration; childcare
for Open House available by reservation on our website:
thenurturypreschool.com. Open Registration begins Wednesday,
March 6 at 8:45 am. Questions? Contact Nurtury: 388-0086;
nurtury@mvpctoday.org.

Living the Truth of God’s Word
• Practically, how do you tell the difference between false
and heavenly wisdom?
• Is all ambition selfish? Why or why not?
• How is James’s idea of a good life like/different from ‘the
good life’ in common vernacular?
• Discuss: Peace at any price is not peace.
• How do you know if you are—or someone is—a wise
peacemaker?
• What has peacemaking looked like in your experience?
• How might Psalm 34:14 be a fitting summary of James’s
argument in this passage?
• What is God saying to you through this passage, and what
will you do about it?
• For those participating in the Every Day Challenge: What
did you learn from your Bible reading this week and how
did you apply it in your life?

2019 Bible Reading Challenge – It’s never too late to start reading
the Bible daily! A reading plan and companion guide are available
online and in the Narthex: mvpctoday.org.

Job Opportunity: Community Life Coordinator – MVPC is looking
for someone to work 15-20 hours/week with Pastor Dave to focus
on Community Groups and Sunday Welcome ministries. For more
information, contact Pastor Dave: x281; dricketts@mvpctoday.org.
Job Opportunity: Missions Coordinator – MVPC is looking for
someone to support the Global Ministries Team and coordinate
service days and missions trips, 15 hours/week. For more
information, contact Pastor Dave: x281; dricketts@mvpctoday.org.

Praying Together
• Read James 1:5, then confidently ask the Prince of
Peace to help you grow in peace.

RAMs (Retired Active Members), February 13, 8 am – Please
join us for breakfast and a talk by Craig Walker of the Moraga
Police Dept. on elder abuse and scams. Everyone is welcome!
Fellowship Hall.
Nurtury Summer Camp – Online Registration opens
Wednesday, February 20, 10 am – Register your preschoolers
(open to all children 2yrs-TK) for 1-6 weeks of fun-themed
Nurtury Summer Camp. For more information and online
registration, visit Nurtury’s website: thenurturypreschool.com.
HUGS (Hands Utilizing God’s Spirit), Wednesdays, 9:3011:45am – The HUGS knitting and crochet ministry meets for
fellowship, prayer and praise as we create and pray over items
intended to bring comfort, hope and a deep sense of God’s
love and care to their recipients. Materials provided and all skill
levels are welcome. For questions, contact Virginia Sornsen:
nanagagas@comcast.net. FMC201-202.
AA meetings, Sundays, 5-6pm and Thursdays, 6-7pm –
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings at MVPC are small and
newcomer-friendly, open to anyone who wants to do something
about their drinking problem. FMC212.

Project Peace Day of Service, Saturday, March 2, 9 am-noon –
Serve alongside our church family and local mission partners.
More information and registration online: mvpctoday.org.
Come Build Hope in Mexico! March 30-April 6 – Don’t miss
out…registration is almost full! Mandatory Teamwork Night for
all participants will be Wednesday, February 27 at 7 pm. Visit
the Mexico webpage for more information and registration:
mvpctoday.org.
2019 Service Trips – Want to learn more about what God is
doing with MVPC mission partners as you serve alongside them?
Information and applications for trips to serve with Kids Alive
Dominican Republic (July 6-13 or July 13-20), Joni and Friends
(Santa Cruz, CA, June 10-14 or July 8-12) and YoungLives Teen
Mom Camp (Challenge, CA, July 12-16) are on our website:
mvpctoday.org.

Financial Update for September 2018-January 2019:
Budgeted Giving

Actual Giving

Shortfall

$1,118,000

$1,099,000

$19,000

The Great News Continues! We exceeded our January goal
by $59,000. That further reduced our shortfall to $19,000.
Priase God and thank you for your generosity! Please pray
about how you can participate to keep MVPC financially
strong. Alternate giving opportunities are possible by
donating appreciated stock that may have significant tax
advantages or by credit card. If you have questions please
contact John Greenblatt (x232) or Nat Weber (x235).

Family Share Questions
Use these questions to reflect on James 3:17-18 individually and
with your family.
• Who or what has helped you make peace with someone
after a disagreement?
• What can you do to become more peace-loving?
• Ask God to help you be a peacemaker.

